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TO 

AUTHORESS 

OF THE MOST TOUCHING OF CHILD-LTVTS, 

' THE WAT HOME,' 

AND 

* THE CHILD OF THE KINGDOM,' 

I 

INSCRIBE THIS UTTLE BOOK, 

IF SHE \nLL DEIGN TO ACCEPT SO TRIVIAL AN 

OFFERING; 

WITH MUCH GRATITUDE, 

A.B. G. ^ 



BABY'S SHOE& 

mme HtU^ those MttSe Waa slioe«! 
Ttiosc^ ishoes that no little feet n*B| 

O the price were high tlmt thofla sbxwa wcmM buy, 
Tliosa lUtle Isluu tutuiedi ilioca 1 

For they bold the flmftU nbape offset, 
I'httt no IB ore their mcither's ej^ meet, 

Th4t b^r God's gtxjfl will, yean since grew ftdU, 

And I'tjiAtiii flrtim tlitir totter m sweet i 

And O, Blnce that bsbj slept. 

So biib^licd ! how the mother has kept^ 

With a tearfti] pU'jistne, th&t little dear treaanre, 

And o'er thcifi thuui^ht ftuil weptl 

Ffir they mSnd her fur livennore 
Of a pitttT alDug- the floor. 

And blue evfs ahe fieee- liiolt up from ber knee^, 
With the look that in lift tboy woje. 

As they lie before her there. 
There babbles from chair to chair, 

A little sweet face, that's a gleam in the place. 
With its little gold curls of hair. 

Then wonder not that her heart 
From all else would rather part, 

Than those tiny blue shoes, that no little feet use. 
And whose sight makes such fond tears start. 

William C. Bexnet. * 



* Poems. Collected Edition. 1 voL 12mo (Routledge, 18C2). 
Pp. 6, 7. 
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Having been again and again consulted — 
all too mournfnlly often — ^in common with 
my ministerial brethren, by Jacobs and 
Rachels ' weeping for their children/ I have 
been nsed by The Master to comfort some 
bruised hearts; and what I had done 
privately, being willing and wishful to do 
more publicly, 1 published three short 
Papers on the subject in the United Pres- 
byterian Magazine for February, March, 
and April current. These Papers having 
received no common welcome, and brought 
me very many sadly-pleasing letters, I have 
responded to an earnest wish, and revised 
and somewhat enlarged them. Hence the 
present little book, which takes them for 
its ground-work. The subject deepened 
temptingly before me in the revision of my 
hurried Papers ; but my design being still 
not to say over again what has been already 
sufficiently well said, iCL\3Lc\i V^^% \»^ ^^s^'st- 
sede larger treatisea svic\i«».'& «Jt^ ^xsoss^ss^i^'^^ 



below,* I have restricted myself to tho 
limits of this tiny volnme, bj which I con- 
template simplj a little addition in my own 
way of ptitting it that may be placed beside 
anything dse possessed by or accegsible to 
my rcaderH. From its si^e and price, it 
may perhaps be found a snitable gift for 
aiourners by clergymen and others. 

The subject of Tkt Salvation of ChUdrm 
gathers to itself an uniTcrsal interest from 
the nnmbers concerned in it. According 
to the Statistics of the Registrar-General, 

* I name half-a-dozen among many :— 

1. Comfortable Words for Christian Parents Bereaved 

of Little Children. By John Brown, D.D. Edin- 
burgh : A. and D. Padon. 

2. Infant Salvation; or, All Saved that Die In Infancy. 

By John Gumming, D.D. London: Arthur Hall 
and Co. 

3. Infants Asleep in Jesus ; or. Light on Little Graves. 

By the Rev. Alexander Cuthbert, M.A. Edin- 
burgh : Andrew Elliot. 

4. *Why Weepest Thou?' or. The Cry from Rachel 

Hushed by the Voice from Heaven, etc By John 
Macfarlane, LL.D. London : Nisbet and Co. 

5. Infant Salvation ; or. An Attempt to Prove that all 

who Die in Infancy are Saved. By David Russell, 
D.D., Dundee. Glasgow: Maclehose. 

6. The Shadow on the Hearth ; or. Our Father's Voice 

in taking away our Little Ones. By a Bereaved 
Parent. With an Introduction by N. L. Rice, D.D., 
Chicago, Illinois. New York, 1S58. 
I add one of the richest books of its class by an Inestimable 
man— William Logan, Glasgow. 

7. Words of Comfort for Parents Bereaved of Little 

Children. Edited by WilUam Logan. With an 
Introduction by the Rev. WiWvam \tv*\ets.0Tv,\A^.\i , 
Glasgovr. London : Nisbet anCi Co. 
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the proportion of British-born children 
who die under two years of age is start-^ 
ling. The numbers are so vast as to con- 
fuse if we take in all. Let us select a 
narrower sphere. In the Return of the 
city of Glasgow for 1851, out of 10,746 
deaths within the year, no fewer than 3963 
were children under two years of age. 
That is, nearly two out of every five deaths 
were those of infants. Taking this as a 
gauge — and the average proportion of 
such deaths over the world, including 
infanticide countries as India and China, 
is even greater— Could anythmg invest a 
subject with more solemn and affecting 
interest than this simple statement ? Then, 
i^ain, Allow the necessary proportion from 
the ages of two to five, and from five to 
ten or thereby ; and it will be manifest that 
one-half of the human race die as Children. 
It is well to keep a prodigious fact like this 
before us — ^to realize, as we sing of the 
great sacramental army of the Living God 
crossed and ever crossing the isthmus of 
death, how very large a portion and propor- 
tion consists of the redeemed ' infantry,' if 
I may be allowed the word, of that army. 
These are mere Statistics. \ Vyo^ V^^s^ -ks^ 
aggregate of sorrow VJafc^ x^^x^%^«^^ 



S Frefaim^tf Note. 

The effeet of massing together j as here, 
else widely distribated details, is very 
teDdorly felt in the quaint, sweetly-sheltered 
cemetery behind the Cathedral Church of 
Lucerne in Switzerland. There-^for what 
reasons I know not — a considerable space 
is devoted to the grayea of Children alone, 
each ivith its little flower-sprinkled mound 
and over-watching cross, I counted, I'm 
sure, upwards of two hundred. What 
myriad hopes lie bnried there I Oh 1 it 
was as if a snow-storm had come down — 
leaping from Pilatus opposite— upon a 
folded flock of lambs and laid them to 
sleep, as onoe up among onr own Gram- 
pians I was witness of. 

It will be observed that I write of the 
sidyation of Children, ^Infants' is the 
common word; e.g., Russell, Gumming, and 
Cuthbert below.* I object to it, (a) In 
that it seems to limit the salration to 
'babies;' (ft) In that mere * Infant' sal- 
vation carries no consolation to Mourners 
over their Children. ' Infants' excludes, at 
least does not necessarily include. Children, 
whereas Children includes 'Infants.' Hence 
my preference. And so turn we to our 
theme : — 

* See Note on p. 6. 
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[Death !] To thy dark Land these heedless go, 
But there was Oim 

Who search'd it quite through to and fro, 
And then, returning like the sun, 
Discover'd all that there is done. 
And since His death we throughly see 
All thy dark way. 

Thy shades but thin and narrow be. 
Which His first looks will quickly fray: 
Mists make but triumphs for the day. 
.... So die His servants; and as sure 
Shall they revive. 

Then let not dust your eyes obscure, 
But lift them up, where still alive. 
Though fied from you, their spirits hive.* 

I have introduced some extracts from 
' certain of our own poets' and elder divines, 
less trite bnt not less precious than are 
usually quoted. ' If there should be any- 
thing here to please the reader, ascribe not 
the writing to the pen, but to the Writer ; 
not the Mght to the lamp, but to the 
Fountain; not the picture to the pencil, 
but to the Painter; not the gift to the 
unfaithful dispenser, but to God the 
bountiful Giver.' So saith Qeier,j' and so, 
in all Christly allegiance, saith 

A. B. G. 

* Henry Vaughan: Silex Scintillaus (ed. by Lyte, 1847, 
12mo), pp. 188, 189. 

f Quoted by Bridges in Preface to his Ezpositicm of Pro- 
verbs (8d ed., 18M), p. 2L 

1st Manse, Kinross, 
5ih May 1864. 



» ^aiieu me on the h 

All for the sake of her who is dead 
And gave rac this doll, and wept, a 
That i was my papa's pride.' 
'And so you are,' with an accent y, 
Said the widower wan. • Come hei 
Ah 1 but her locks were fair and bri 
Oh ! but her eyes were full of light. 
And her little feet danced in ceasele 
' Always be glad, always be gay. 
Sing, and romp, and never be sad. 
So yon will make yonr papa glad.* 
And the little one bonnded firom his ) 
Lifted her doll, and screamed with gl 
As the sunlight fell on the floor ; 
But who is He at the open door, 
Waiting, watching, evermore — 
Whose semblance none may see— 
Who came unbidden once before, 
And hushed the harp in the comer th( 
And filled one heart with the wild des] 
Of the endless never more ? 
Stealthy his touch, and stealthy his tri 
He lays his hand on her sunny head ; 
And who may mention the grace that 
Or paint the bloom of life that is "dead 
The present rushes into the past. 
Nothing on earf h ««"' 
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At first it is hard for a bereaved Father 

p. 1. The Be- ^^^ Mother to think of more 

reavement than the Stem, blank fact, that 

^ They are noC ^^^^^ , j-^^j^ ^^^^, ^^^ g^^^^ 

*TAey are not' Tear-dimmed eyes can 
rise no higher than the loss. It is a fine, 
tender, pathetic phrase that, of the old 
Hebrews, whether from the lips of hoary 
Jacob, in his broken cry, ' Joseph is not : 
Simeon is not;' or as told of Rachel, 

* weeping for her children,' and refusing 

* to be comforted for her children, because 
they were not ' (Jer. xxxi. 16). Neverthe- 
less brood over it, keep looking at it alone, 
and sorrow turns to sin, and the soft rain 
of tears sheaths avenging lightnings. Mur- 
muring comes, and deepens into ^ fret- 
ting,' even pining and repining, and these 
into despondency, and despondency into 
despair and < unbelief — as one has seenth.^ 



16 The Lambs aU Safe. 

aznre, white-maned wave driyen before the 
sudden Storm swell into the surge, and the 
surge rush passionate into the ^froory' 
breakers, and the breakers in their fury 
welcome the Tempest, with its Shipwreck 
and Castaways ' They are not!* It is the 
old old Story of Bereavement: the Shadow 
is on the Cradle — ^the little chair is yacant— • 
the child-dress is no more to be worked on. 
Alas! alas! The cooing chirupping Yoiceo, 
and the pattering feet, and the eyes of 
wondering, and the finger-clasping * wee ' 
hands — gone, all gone. 'Home* is very 
empty, very very lonely, very still. For a 
while these will shut out all else — ^will recur, 
and nothing save the loss can be thought of, 
with its darkening of Hopes and Prayers, 
Purposes and Plans that stretched away 
onward, ay, and upward. Far be it from 
me to chide harshly, to intrude upon, the 
sacredness of sorrow, with voluble words. 
But, Weeping Father I Weeping Mother ! 
'Suffer the word of exhortation.' — You 
will find it better for you to rise beyond 
' Th^ are not' Moses, you know, ' looked 
this way and that way' (Exod. ii. 11). Ah ! 
he forgot to look another way, forgot to 
/ooJr UP. If he had done that, bft might 
J^are been spared his ' great ««i,' axi^Wsi 



The Lambs all Safe, 17 

penalty of * forty years ' in the wilderness. 
Even so : ' Look this way and that way * 
only in your sorrow, and perchance you too 
will * see no man ' to comfort : but look 
— UP. Thither would I turn your eyes for 
help. Thence would I fetch consolation 
'for your children.' Now think a mo- 
ment. You gave your child to Jesus in 
baptism : He hath but accepted your gift. 
— ^Think again: Who it is who has so 
taken your * little one.' The Lord ' had 
need of him * above. Surely there is com- 
fort here. It mindeth me of a little inci- 
dent, which I may tell. A gardener had 
reared a very rare and very beautiful plant, 
raised from seed sent from far away. It 
grew, and gladdened him by showing a 
glorious flower, like unto a cup of gold 
lined with fainter amber. All the more was 
he gladdened, that his master was return- 
ing home after long absence, to whom it 
was the pride of bis heart to show it. He 
went to the place in the green-house one 
day, as usual, to tend it : but lo ! it was 
gone. Nothing but the leaves remained. 
It had been plucked off with evident skill. 
You can imagine the gardener's disap- 
pointment^ and more, Ma an^ct. ^^^^S5i\^ 
be Bummonei his under-setvwi\;e»«) «ck^^^- 



the flower, John.' Instantly t 
f. ' All right, sir ! It was 1 
ed it — iovyou I nurtured it — a 
Qso: Fathers! Mothers! Iti 
lel reaper' Death, but Jesm 
dener — who plucks the fair flc 
Garden, of His Garden. An( 
for Him we rear them. I wis 
low you that all the Lambs ari 

Poor earth, poor heart, — too weak, too wea 

To miss the July shinhig ! 
Poor heart 1 — ^what bitter words we speak 

When God speaks of resigning ! 
Sustain this heart in us that faints, 

Thon God, the Self-Exlstent ! 
We catch up wild at parting saints, 

And feel Thy heaven too distant 
The wind that swept them out of sin. 

Has ruffled all our vesture 
On the shut door that let them in. 

We beat with frantic gesture. — 
But Grod gives patience, Love learns strengt 

And Faith remembers promise. 
And Hope itself can smile at Ipno-fv. 

On oti^^-'— 
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The crystal ban shine faint between 

The souls of child and mother. 
* Meanwhile,' the mother cries, * content ! 

Onr love was well divided : 
Its sweetness following where she went, 

Its anguish stayed where I did. 
Well done of God, to halve the lot^ 

And give her all the sweetness ; 
To OS, the empty room, and cot, — 

To her, the Heaven's completeness. 
To ns, this grave,— to her, the rows 

The mystic palm-trees spring in ; 
To ns, the silence in the house, — 

To her, the choral singing. 
For her, to gladden in God's view,— 

For us, to hope and bear on. 
Grow, Lily, in thy garden new 

Beside the Rose of Sharon. 
Grow fast in heaven, sweet Lily clipped, 

In love more calm than this is. 
And may the angels, dewy-lipped, 

Remind thee of our kisses I 
While none shall teU thee of our tears, 

These human tears now falling, 
Till, after a few patient years, 

One home shall take us all in.' * 

Throughont, in what I have got to say, 
p. 2. Atuho- ^7 appeal will be to what * is 
rity. ^w?uuis writteu ; ' foF Still, as of old, 
"^^'' that is the one authority: 'To 

the Law, and to the Testimony : if they 
speak not according to this Word, it is 
because there is no light in them' (Isa. 
viii. 20). Concerning the Salvation op 
Children, then, if asked, as the Lord 
asked the lawyer, * What is written in the 

• Mrs E. B. Browning: * A Child's Grave at Florence.* 
(Poems, 4 vols.) VoL UL pp. 164-170. 



"'ore speoifica"liriT„d"; 

the«.pare„te_R^^^^' 
^heSalrationofChildri 

removes ffP^'^^^^'O". a 
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or as a fruitfal bough, which by His mercy 
often graffs in the soul deeper and closer 
to Christ, as the human love is linked on to 
the Divine, 

I remember that, on visiting the beauti- 
ful Cemetery of Greenwood, near Brook- 
lyn, New York, I was specially struck 
with two, among many touching symbolic 
gravestones there. One, on the hither side, 
presented a sweetly carved rosebud, spot- 
lessly white, and broken in its slender stem. 
But on the thither side, — ^being twined over 
the top thereto, — ^the broken bud was re- 
presented as a full-blown rose. That which 
was untimely snapped and bh'ghted in the 
Garden of Earth, was thus set forth as * full- 
blown ' in the Garden of the Lord above. 

Again, on the hither side of another 
exquisite marble monument, there was 
a chain of seven links, with five of them 
broken. But on the thither side the whole 
seven links were represented as perfect, 
being wreathed into a crown of unbroken 
links. That Family which was broken by 
the away-going of all its * little ones,* — 
father and mother being alone left, — ^was 
thus believingly and not less pathetically 
set forth as re-united, re-linked, re-welded 
in the Family of Heaven. 
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There cannot be a doubt, I BhouM tnp- 
pose, that — ^to take the rerj lowest gronnd 
— siieh is the hope of the heart. There 
cannot be a question, surely, that such is 
the whisper to the ovef-burdened heart in 
its anguish. How true the tearful yet 
illumined words of tbe Poet over his dying 
cMdl 

' 1 preased talm, pressed Mm eloder, 
To my OTcr-tmitierLed; brcasE ; 

On the heurt so nfcor to breafclnEt 
Lay tbe h^&rt so ngar tu rest' 

Yes ! ' Near to rest.' And what i^ rest 
hut being with Christ ? And what is being 
with Chri^tt bat salvatidxI 

Sneh being, confessedly, the instmet of 
e^crj heart en%htened by llie Spirit to 
* know the love of Christ/ tlie question is, 
Whence comes it? From above or from 
beneath ? From good or evil ? For my 
answer I need no pause. Everything that 
is not sinful is of God, It is^ I believe, 
the gracious and pitiful God who ha;^ placed 
this throbbing, iRilj:iing hope in the stricken 
heart ; a^td He cannot place aught 
THERE THAT IS A LIE- No 5 whcu the heart 
is like to burst over the 'Tvee' dead face 
— when we are looking through brimming 
fears our M.st upon it— ^v\leiU w^ -ix^ ^Amx^- 
/nsy/f kifi^ing the co\d Wps, ?.mc!^^.\\ATL^ W^^ 



The Lambs all Safe. 23 

clustering curls, turning away only to hear 
the closing down of the coffin-lid, or after- 
wards, with sharp pain as of a stiletto stab, 
the hollow rattling of the clods thereupon, 
One is of the company of mourners ; and 
it is from Him, by His Holy Spirit, comes 
the peace, comes the calm, comes the hope, 
comes the memory — as the sheen of gold- 
ening sunlight — of promise words. It is 
of the Lord, that amid the falling shadows 
we are enabled to say, with the saintly 
Samuel Butherford : 

* Mother earth, to thee I trust 
This bonnie heap of precious dust ; 
Keep it safely, sacred tomb, 
TiU a father asks for room.' 

I attach great value to this instinct or in- 
tuition, this inevitable hope of the crushed 
heart in its sorrow. I am constrained to 
believe the consolation to be from The 
Comforter. / dare not ascribe a thing so 
beautiful to the natural heart. You defend 
Original Sin and Depravity at a costly price 
if you do so. Therefore must I reckon this 
instinct as weighing something, other things 
being equal. That other things are equal, 
and that the foundation doctrines of Ori- 
gnal Sin and heart-Depravity — which I 
hold as strenuously «k& wv^ ^"^a. ^^^ ^^'^^^ 
against the peril ot ex^\«ASMi^ ^nr«^ ^^^^^ 
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I shall have with all earneBtnese to war 
rumain untouched by the universal salva 
tioD of Children, I will show, or eodeaTOurJ 
to show, in the sequel 

At this point} before passing on to ob 
Ri 'onipa second preliminarjT remark, I 
ymr mjf}/ would Yivilj to my readers the 
* little Sleepers' in the Cemetery of Green-^ 
wood, of whom I have just epoken, by » 
placing before them the 'Only a Tear 
Ago ' of Mrs Harriet Beeeher Stowe : — 

ONLY A TKAn AOO, 

Oni! year aii^o—n ringinf^ voice, 

A clu.iir blup i;)x% 
And LiluatertiJid- tfurJiS ijf TSiinuy titiir; 

TLiOfaiT to dlL'I 

Only ji yen.r— no voice, no gniSte, 

Na |P;ljiiiee of eye, 
Kd dusterltiR durlfl'uf tjiuaiiy ImVr, 

Fu ii" but 10 die 1 

One year o go— what lovi^si, vrhAt ic'liif^ines 
Far Into life ! 

\TliHit jtiytiua lioin-a, whEit Uifih rtMsoJves, 
Wlitit geuti'tiUis strife! 

The slliLiint filcfurc cm tlie wiill^ 

Tile b[iriiil Htuiie, — 
Uf nil i\uit bcjiuty, life, and joy. 

Rtiniiiim iLloiiti. 

One vflflr^ — one yeitf ,— oiic littltj ycAi\ 

Alii an rauph (jLine E 
And yet the even (low of Itfe 

^lovea eidiLniJy rax. 

T!i« ^mve prnwa grc^u, the Howei^ Uludm fttln 
AljQie thsithead'. 

NOMIITOWlU^ tint Ot^lltv! OT S\JVI!i^ 

i*aya he Is ftea<A* 
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No pause or hush of merry birds, 

That sing above. 
Tells us how coldly sleeps below 

The form we love. 

Where hast thou been this year, beloved ? 

What hast thou seen ? 
What visions fair, what'glorious life ? 

Where hast thou been ? 

The veil I the veil 1 so thin, so strong, 

'Twixt me and thee ! 
The mystic veil 1 when shall it foil, 

That we may see ? 

Not dead, not sleeping, not even gone, 

But present still. 
And waiting for the coming hour 

Of God's sweet wUL 

Lord of the living and the dead, 

Our Saviour dear. 
We lay in silence at Thy feet 

This sad, sad year. 

A second preliminary remark, is, 
2. That the Salvation of Children, as I 
p. 6. » Ltte have stated it, is what we would 
^^' eoppect from God. I cannot 

touch here the wider question of child-pain 
and creature-pain generally, in relation to 
the revealed character of God. It is but 
a shallow of the ' great deep* I can now 
approach, but I would approach it. Apart 
then altogether from specific passages, and 
apart also from the visible ends gained by 
the economy of pain as motive and instru- 
ment : looking broadly at \Svft ^^NiE»feA:s» 

CHARACTER OF GOD ^wlOLat ^OVlX^ '^^ ^"^^ 
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pect? I see with very awful certainty 
that^ somehow, children — and indeed the 
'whole creation' — are strangely involved 
in ills whidi they have not brought on 
themselves by their own act. Well ! I look 
away from the sad spectacle to the ' face 
of God/ God is Light and Love. Immedi- 
ately, looking on that God, I cannot help, — 
from the nece&sities of the God reTealed to 
me, — expecting* something from Him. I say 
beforehand it will be * no strange thing,' 
not nnlike Him, should He give help and 
salvation here. And when the doctrine of 
the Salvation of Children is fully stated, I 
find myself ineviiably saying, 'It is like 
Him to do that/ seeirifr Christ has died. If 
Christ had not died, if there had been no 
revelation of grace ' aljonudiag* according 
to need, I dur^t not say m. For exam- 
ple, tell ine an nnholy man gets to heaven, 
goes thither unchanged ; and I am t*on sci- 
ons of a contradictioD, of an anomaly, of a 
perturbation in the scheme of Redemption, 
My pro roundest convictions are np in arms, 
and protest, * A holy, just, righteous God 
can't do that/ But^the Salviitioii of Chil- 
dren through the Ecdeniption that is in 
ChrM — which of contse iudi\des the death 
of Christ /a J', and Hie wot\l ul l\\ft %i^m\. lu 
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them — starts no snch contradiction, pro- 
duces no such jar. We have thus the in- 
stinct mihin sanctified to bear testimony, 
and similarly, its harmony with the revealed 
character of God withxmU Surely this goes 
for something. Much that we get from the 
infinite mercy of God is unexpected, glo- 
riously and graciously surprising : but this 
we expect. The poor old negro's excla- 
mation is spontaneous: *It be like Him!' 
* It be like Him !' We must crush out the 
Bible-revelation of God, before we can look 
upon a dead child, and deem it something 
that we should not have expected, that that 
child is now safe, because saved — ^is now a 
fresh realization of the prophetic vision of 
the * holy city : ' ' The streets of the City 
shall be full of hoys and girls, playing in the 
streets thereof (Zech. viii. 5). 

This immediate entrance of children into 
p 6 'Away to *^® ' holy city,' as that which 
thejfaor of hear we deem ' like God ' — as what 
^^' we would expect, is very beau- 

tifully and lovingly set forth by Stanyan 
Bigg in his * O Little Child : In Memoriam.' 
It will do us all good to read it : — 

LITTLE CHILD! 

IN ICBMOKIAH. 

O little child 1 that cameBt, and &ct ts^ni^ 
Whose tiny footprints are upon out \i^w\.^\ 



wui cu with us for a tim 

And was our child, and is our child nc 
Being familiar with the floor of heavei 
And dwelling; nigh unto the throne of 
Dost ever think of us, as we of thee ? 
Dost ever bend thy beaming brow, c 
Only a little space— a little space — 
And turn ft-om all the glories of thy hoi 
To look into the lorn hearts thou hast U 

And we, child! who tend our daUy ta 
Go in and out, and weep with those who 
And laugh with those who laugh, and bi 
And travel o*er the dusty highways still 
As though thou wert not, and hadst neve 
As when we knew thy little sunny face 
Would surely greet us at the garden-gate 
Dost think that we forget thee, our chi 

Not always are we in the weary mart ; 
Not always are we plodding in the streeta 
We, in our rural home, when the grey dui 
Falls upon copse and meadow, saunter out 
And do not talk, but think of thee, chil 
And, in the night, when heavy hearts are 
In the deep night we hear the beating raL 
And hi the beating rain the wailing wind, 
And hi the wailing wind a cry, a low, 
Soft cry, not as of agony, but bliss — 
A silvery cry, as though we heard a thrill 
Of spirit-music, far beyond the rain. 
Beyond the wailings of the wind, beyond 
The storms and elnnr.^" — 
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Is white in moonlight ;--0h ! for the beanteons form. 
Thy toys are trembling in our pahns— but oh ! 
The tiny, dimpled hands that fingered them. 
The stairs are here ; — but oh I the little feet. 
Gone ! Gone for ever 1 Yet we hope to reach 
The heaven that holds thee ; and, with humble hearts, 
Thank God for thee, child ! We know that thoa 
Art seeing now, and not as in a dream, 
The things we long for, and shall never see 
Until we join thee in the after-world ; — 
Thee, little child I who earnest, and art gone, 
Who wert our child, and art our child no more, 
Being familiar with the floor of heaven. 
And dwelling nigh onto the throne of God ! * 

Having made these preUminary observa- 
p. 7. »jM«te tions, I proceed to consider 
David: certain positive statements in 

Holy Scripture, as distinguished from doc- 
trines and inferences afterwards to be dis- 
cussed. I shall select cases that are types 
of others. First of all, let us read the 
pathetic Story of a dead infant as told in 
the Old Testament. It will be found in 2 
Sam. xii. 13-24. I ask all my readers to 
turn to the narrative and read the whole ; 
but the closing words deserve here our 
special pondering, vers. 23, 24 : * Now he 
is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I 
bring him back again? I shall go to 
HIM, but he shall not return to me. And 
Davh) comforted Bathsheba his wife.' 
I am not aware that a single commentator 
of mark differs as to what is taught us by 

• At b^ore, pp. 157-169. 
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tlic exclamation of Dartd* The wliole of 
tlie writers on tlie Salvation of Children 
enumerated by me* agree tiiat the refer- 
ence is not Bimply to the fact that he too, 
as his cliild had, mu&t die, but likewise to 
his conviction that it was * well' with his 
* little David' (if we may ventEre to assume 
6uch would liave been his name). Good 
old John Trapp of Weston- upon- A von has 
summed up the meaniug pithily and welL 
' '' I shall go to him ; " viz., with my body 
I shall go to him into the grave, with my 
soul into heaven. For in answer to his 
prayers for the child's life, David bad a 
secret consideration dropped into his soul, 
that the child was saved/ f Andrew Wil- 
Ict and T)r William Guild, following Au- 
gustine, similarly interpret the words of 
'the speciall estate and condition of the 
dead [child] as thereby insinuated ; ' that 
is, ' not only dead, but in the state of grace, 
associate unto the blessed companie of 
saints in heaven.' \ Matthew Henry and 

* See Preface, foot-note, page 6. 

+ Cf. his Annotations upon the Old and New Testament 
in loco. I may add another sentence from this rich and racy 
worthy. * It is easy to observe that the good man David 
was over-passionately affected to his children: and that 
these strong affections brought strong afiOictlons.' — On ver. 
17. 

/ (1.) Wlllet : 'An Harmome vpotv i\\e StcoTvd Booke of 
Samuel, wherein according to ttve MettioOie wv^ Cix^^c Q\i- 
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Thomas Scott — who will not be suspected 
of heresy — also thus interpret the words. 
And indeed anything else, any mere 
limitation of the touching exclamation 
to David's own death, is bald and trivial. 
Besides, what * comfort' could there be to 
Bathsheba on being told that her royal 
husband should also die, not to say, what 
necessity for affirming such a truism?* 

With all the greatest authorities then, I 
take it, that nothing is plainly and indubi- 
tably placed before us in this plaint of be- 
reaved David, if this be not, that he was 
fully satisfied of the salvation and blessed- 
ness of his departed infant. I do not see 
how words could express his confident 
expectation of again meeting his child in 

served upon the first Booke, three spedall things are ob- 
semed vpon enerie chapter. The divers readings compared, 
doabtfoll questions explained,' etc. etc Folio, 1614. (2.) 
Guild: "The Throne of David: or, an Exposition of the 
Second of Samuell, wherein is set down,' etc. 4to, 1659. I 
may give here an observation from this rare volume : ' The 
child dies the seventh day, before it could be circumcised^ 
as likewise behig sick before— and yet, as we see, ver. 28, 
David doubts not of the salvation thereof, which shows us that 
it is not the want of baptism — answerable to circumcision 
then— that is any way damnable to the infants— God's mercy 
not being tyed to the ontward means — ^but it is the con- 
tempt thereof that is damnable (— condemnable) in the pa- 
rents.* (Observations, No. 10, on ver. 18.) 

* Matthew Henry says, in his usual quaint and pithy way : 
* The promise is to us and to our seed, "whlc!tSL^b3Ba.\ife -^Rst- 
fbrmed to those that do not put a bat Vn ^ivfcVc cva ^owt^^^ 
Jnfuits do not* (On the place in Bttmu'i^ «^»s<v^ 
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that purer and 1>etter world whither it 
was his own hopD one day to gOj if these 
do not. By the measure of the father's 
own hope muv^t we estimQte his hope con* 
eerning his * little one.' It eaDnot be 
neeilful that I should enlarge upon what 
Dav1d*s own hope, own personal expecta- 
tion of a future state of blessednessj was. 
A very few proof-texts mast suffice, * Thou 
wilt ehow me/ was his exultant coafessioa 
of faith, Hhe path of life;' 'in Thy pre- 
senne is fulness of joy : at Thy right hand 
are pleasures for evermore^ {Ps. syi. 11). 
And agahi, when g;peaking' of the men of 
the world who liave their portion in this 
life, aud contrasting joy on sly his own bhss- 
fill prospect witli theirs, he says, ' As for 
me, I ^liall hehold Thy face in righteous- 
ness ; I shall be satisfied when I awake 
with Thy likeness ^ {Ps, xvii. 15). Ouce 
more: * Thon shalt f^uide me with Thy 
counsel, and afterward receive Jtw to glory ' 
(Ps, Ixxiii. 24). 

Whither, then, after the teiinination of 
his earthly pilgrimage, did the Psalmist 
hojie to go ? Surely these passages clearly 
answer. Well ! wherei^er the place was 
fa which he liiniself expeetevi t<i ^o, tltere 
was he mnfident his dead V\viat\V W^^t^- 
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ceded him. ' I shall go to him ; but he 
shall not retam to me.' 

Thus, it was his expectation of rejoining 
his child in the heavenly abode that is set 
forth as his support under his heavy 
bereavement, and as what enabled him, in 
a spirit of unmurmuring submission, with 
plaint, yet no complaint — with tears, yet 
with eyes turned heavenward — to 'com- 
fort' little David's mother. 

I don't know that David upon his throne 
is half so attractive as thus by the emptied 
cradle, reaved of his child, ' comforting,* 
with his own comfort, his weeping wife. 

But let us look nearer at the narrative. 
Mark — If ever a child might be pro- 
nounced to be involved in its parents' sio, 
that little dead iufant, bom of lust and 
lawless crime and shame, was such an one. 
In an awful and aggravated sense he was 
* shapen in iniquity,' and * in sin did his 
mother conceive him.' We must look the 
fact right in the face. We must accept 
it in dl its breadth, and largeness, and 
sorrowfulness. That infant was the issue 
of unbridled, detestable, adulterous lust. 
The blood of him who ought to have been 
its father was over it. Its mo\.\\Kt^ ^'^ 
have every reason to coucVviA^, ^«& ^ ^L^^"^ 



incK 01 ner ensuanug; requesi, 
recent widowhood, to her son S 
' I desire one small petition of tl 
me not nay' (1 Kings ii. 20, and 
22, 23). And yet of this infant 
most surely affirmed, that he was u 
As matter of fact^ that is the Bible i 
Now, that the salvation of this c 
through its being a child, and as 
capable of personal sin — not as 
child of David, but just a child— 
further appear, if we contrast the P 
feeling on a subsequent occasion 
words of hope and certainty v 
spake, and with which he comfo 
fallen and erring mother. 

With what anguish was he fill 
hft ftYnlaimed. as he wall^ed in ' t\ 
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no 'comforting' of Bathsheba now? 
Why no sustaining hope? Why no 'I 
will go to him ?' Palpably, because of the 
fears which he entertained concerning the 
salvation of the * young man' — his almost 
certainty that he had died in his sins, and 
been hurried all unready before the tri- 
bunal of the Great Judge.* But, on the 
other hand, in reference to his infant, not 
. the shadow of a fear did he enteri:ain. So 
soon as the Divine will was known, he 
wiped away his tears ; and even over the 
little, white, 'changed' face, rejoiced in 
hope of the glory of God — a glory of which 
he believed he and his little boy would 
mutually partake. Is not his silence con- 
cerning Bathsheba very suggestive? It is 
not ' we,' but, ' / shall go to him,' Ob- 
serve here, also, this point of difference 
between the Shunammite's answer to the 
prophet's question, 'Is it well?' and 
David's words. She said, with much 
trustfulness, 'It is well:' but she had a 
secret expectation that the prophet would 

* I may confirm myself here from WiUet (as before), 
following Martinus: ' Why doth not David mourne for this 
infant, and yet made snch lamentations for Sanl and 
Jonathan, Abner, Absalom? David monrned for some of 
them because the Commonwealth sustained ^«».^ \s3«tk\s^ 
them ; and for others because ttiey (Vie^ Va. NiX\&\s ^&is«k ^^ 
Absalom: Aere it no such cause in respect oj ttvfc «««• w ^*^ 



Uavid's dead child is pondered, 
will it be found to speak ' com 
cerning the Salvation of Childrei 

*Noir thon hast reached thy goal, 

To fhee Death opens wide 
Tbe efeemal gate, and UdB fhy sool 
Tiironi^ ^ dread portal i^ida. 

* Teariftr the flMmmen aad, 

Weeping theei to them kiat ; 
Birtjoj to thee, in i^ory dad 
WMfheodeBtiarhoat 

* With deepeat sorrow fraaght, 

Am I who miss tiiy lore, 
Tm iflce a Bonbeam eomes the thoa 
How Uesl then art above'* 

Before leaving « little David,' 
observe that one can nnderstai 
was not spared to his parents. 
higher reasons and discipline: 
possible, even probable, that i 
touched the hearts of bofh E 
Bathsheba graciously thereby ? 
sometimes, I fear, compel Jesns 
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A shepherd had folded safely and well a 
flock of ewes — all save one ; which would 
not enter, do what he would. The gate 
was flung wide open, and with all gentle 
constraint he sought to guide it in — spar- 
ing it the rough bark of his dog. But 
no ! still it would run back. At last — for 
the shades of evening were falling, and 
folded all must be if he were not to be 

* too late' for home himself — he sprang out, 
seized her lamb, raised it tenderly to his 
bosom, laid it right upon his heart as he 
would his own nestling babe, and carrying 
it within the fold, placed it down there. 
Then, ah ! then, the poor ewe ran in — ran 
in after her little lamb, and was safe with 
it. It is a parable. But Fathers! Mo- 
thers ! still away from the Good Shepherd,- 
and grieving sorely over your WiUie or 
Mary, will you not run in after your little 
lamb? Wilt you compel Him to take 
another and another? — Let my Story 
woo you to submission — woo yon to the 
Saviour. 

The next positive statement which I 

v.%.'My would look at is a very re- 

chOdren.' markablc one, also from the Old 

Testament. It occurs in Ezek. xvi. 20, 21 : 

* Thou hast taken thy sons and thy 



CHILDREN, and delivered them, 
them to pass through the fire^or ; 
Oh! Fathers! Mothers! who 
read, are calling up a little vanic 
or faeee, laj hold, as jou would o1 
stretched hand, of the nafl-pierce 
of that * My chUdreD/ Divine is 
solation of this little pronoun. It 
in the face of parenUd apostasy t 
nre, Ood's claim, 6od*s yearning 1< 
the little dead ones, so cruelly n 
to the bloody idol-gods of the 1 
Mark where the <ify' lies ! Thi 
recalling the utter departure c 
fathers and mothers from Hhn, w 
rific upheaping of words descrij 
their 'abommations' recalling it- 
accusing, holy indignation, charge 
with the murder of His ' children.' 
were theirs by fleshlv birth. Thi« 



The Lambs all Safe. 39 

had * delivered' them over to the grim 
and fierce idol-gods, and to the excruci- 
ating deaths of sacrifice to them.* They 
had so done and left undone ; but God's 
claim was irreversible, God's property in- 
alienable, God's love undefeated. 'Thou 
hast slain My children.' Ah! the little 
martyrs passed through the fire to Him — 
passed from these hell-like torments of 
Baal to their Father in heaven. * Like as 
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth' (Ps. ciii. 13). f 

Well! what becomes of the so-called, 

* Mark of circumcision. I am glad to find Principal Pair- 
baim giving the above interpretation of the ''My;* which 
is that of CEcolampadius in earlier times, and of Havemick 
and Dr Henderson recently. But I don't see his authority 
for this statement: ' The Lord calls them His own children, 
rather than hers, — ' My children,'— because they had been 
bom under His covenant with Israel, and bore the sign of 
the covenant upon them: It is the italicized portion to which 
I venture to take exception. There is no proof that these 
infants were * circumcised,' and so none that they ' bore 
the mark of the covenant upon them.' Conversely, it is 
sorely more probable that these apostate parents neglected 
and despised that Nay, is it not an element of their 
wickedness, that, tiMtead 0/ dedicating them (t.e.by circum- 
cision) to God, they had dedicated C delivered over') them 
to Baal? It seems to me to extenuate their sin, and to 
afBrm an hnprobability, to suppose that the lesser was at- 
tended to, while the greater went unheeded and scorned. 
Dr Fairbaim seems timorously anxious to shelter the 
child-salvation behind the outward rite or *mark.' My 
readers can Judge if I am mistaken.— Cf. Fairbaim's very 
able 'Ezekiel and the Book of his Prophecy: an Exposition' 
2d ed., 1865). 

f BaaL I ask in a foot-note, if the Apostle's allusion la 
Heb. X. 81—' It is a fearftd thing to fall into the hands 



uceiuea' — wlien fronted a 
with this Bible fact? Wh( 
chapter in which the words 
read and tremble before its 
the national apostasy and 
abominations of Israel — rea 
that (ver. 3), « Thy father wat 
and thy mother an Hittit( 
ruthless and godless of all tt 
— wicked, cruel, lustful, vilest 
and who can read the lurid 
14-19), setting forth their wa 
very footsteps of their Amorit 
Hittite mother, and then gla 
upon the blessed, gracious, pi 
of God, ' My children,' — and 
it was as being * children' 
claimed them as His? And 
apprehend, is established agaii 

of thc/»rinf/ God' — '^^ ""'^ ' 
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Lord's own mouth, what I have declared 
to be * written* in the Law — what I have 
given as my * reading* of the Law — 
viz., that all children who die before they are 
capable of making a personal decision for or 
against Christy are, without exception, limi' 
tation, or contingency from the character cmd 
conduct of their parents, bebeemed by 
Christ. Let the 'father' be as a very 
Amorite, and the 'mother' as a very 
Hittite — and worse surely cannot be con- 
ceived — ^yet does God say, ' My children,* 
— « Mine,' not only by the right of creation 
and preservation, but also because, while 
their unnatural parents gave them up to 
Baal, I have 'set Mr love upon them.' 
They could make no choice for thmselves, and 
€rod made a choice for them.* 

These words are 'good news* to the 
very letter. They carry with them un- 
speakable comfort to the believer. For 
if, as we have seen, the blessed truth holds 
of the 'little ones' of the godless and 
apostate, of the God-forsaking, God- 
blaspheming, commandingly more, in so 
far as ' the sweet soft light' of assurance 

• Is the Amorite and Hittite parentage a reference back 
to Esau's intermarriage with these heathen? Rebecca, it 
will be ronembered, was ' vexed' thereby. Of. Gen. zzyL 
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is coDcerned, does it hold of the childran 
of Christian parents who bare joyously 
recognised God's *My/ 

It is very noteworthy here, that the 
Divine dennnciationa against idolatry are 
iotensified whenever * children' form the 
sacrifice* The great Fatherly heart's 
words burn and tiame in anger. Bare 
idolatry touches His Law: * child* sacri- 
fice touches Himself, goes right to His 
heart, and Hia indignation is ^ kindled/* 

In passing, as rejecting back inter- 
^ ^ ,r pretation upon tlie enormous 
c^ntji:- 'Mm- sm and abomniation ol those 
"^■' apostate Israelites, it may be 

well to remember thfit years afterwards, 
when God by another prophet expostulated 
w^th Ilis people on account of the idola- 
tries and wickednesses which lliey com- 
mitted^ amon^ the sins charged npon them 
was this same uonaturiil and horrible 
crime of causing their children to pass 
through the fire to Moloch. And Hake 
heed* how God describes those cMlciren, 
I turn to Jer. xix, 4, T) : 'They have 
forsaken Me, and hme estranged this 
place, and have burned incense in it unto 

* This Iin* ^oflii ndiDirfliaj- stated by Dr lluriist, in hi» 
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other gods, whom neither they nor their 
fathers have known, nor the kings of 
Judah, and have filled this place with the 
blood of INNOCENTS : they have built also 
the high places of Baal, to barn their sons 
with fire for burnt-offerings unto Baal, 
which I commanded not, nor spake it, 
neither came it into My mind.' (Cf. also 
ii. 34.) 'Innocents' — *poor innocents!' 
Weigh these tender words ; they are above 
the price of rubies. 

Again, as still further reflecting back 
light upon the words of Ezekiel and 
Jeremiah, let it be remembered what it 
was that stayed the flashing 'furbished^ 
sword over doomed Nineveh. Not, as of 
old, the finding, however few, ' righteous 
men,' but the fact of the presence of 
* little children' therein. This is not 
always noticed. I therefore invite atten- 
tion to it. Jonah iv. 11 : ' Should not I 
spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are 
more than sixscore thousand persons that 
cannot discern between their right hand 
and their left?' Nothing, surely, could 
more definitely prove God's universal ' re- 
deeming' love toward the * little ones* 
than this. For, once more be it remem- 
bered, those children, for whose sake God 
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gpaTed NineTehj were children of tlie god- 
less » God * forsaking, God * blaspheming, 
equallj with the Amorite-like and Hittite- 
like Israelites. Grasp tben the * exceeding 
great and predous' words, * J/y chiMrea' 
and *iunoc€nta,' and the exqni&lte ehild- 
portrait, with the Divine pitifiilnesa over it 
— * cannot discern between the right baud 
and the left !' {CX Deuteronomy i. at), mi 
Isaiah vii, 16,) Dear, dimpledj rosy, erer* 
movini^ httle hands — how ' the great Hand 
of God' is gentUed to grasp thera I And 
— Is it siipposable for a moment that the 
same Mcrej that wonld not visit destrnc- 
tion upon the Mittle ones' of Nineveh does 
visit eternal destruction, — so ijiGnitely more 
dreadful— upon * little ouesf 

As gathering up various allusioBs and 
T,w.i>rsib- eiiggcstions on what I have 
bef\}ii 'Thp thus far * written, * I Tvonld 
'"^■' intercalate now some wise 

and relievitig words from Dr lliehard 
Sibbcs : — 

*Tcp ihfp, aiid tn thj' seed afttr thee* 
* Wliy (lr>m lie miiKti ttie covfnjmt ^TiUi his s^jel &s vrcU m 
Ti'ifh hliiisiilf ? 

' T answer, iVc apprshmd faftiuri amJ curses inorr ifk (?ur 

s^ed^i^Ume^ tfiffn in otirs^ivri; and It wiU humlile a maD to 

see cftlaiiiitiEa nn lii* pp-gterity, mpre than on hinisi^lf; and 

M^/ta mana rvjaiei^lh to see Uift tlutiriishlnt; af ^ila seed than 

of ItljiiSiJt U fs mtf] that Jcjgia^ (ltd tliaVEi \jftas^ tiaiasi^^ 

lie died a Moody de^th, liecjra&B lui snw Tuit^e ra\uQt VAa 
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hotue and family, wblch was worse than death. God saw 
how Abraham apprehended and valued seed^ when he said, 
** What wilt Thou give me, since I am childless ? " Qen. xv. 
2. Therefore God, int«[iding a comfortable enlargement 
of the covenant of grace to Abraham, extends it to bis seed t 
** I will be the God of thy seed." It is a great blessing for 
God to be the God of oar seed. It is alluded to by St Peter 
in tile New Testament, " The promise is made to yon and to 
yonr diUdren,** Acts IL 39. 

* Bat what if they have not baptism, the seal of the cove- 
nant? 

*That doth not prejudice their salvation. God hath ap- 
pointed the sacraments to be seals for as, not for Himself. 
He Himself keepeth His covenant, whether we have the seal 
or no, so long as we neglect it not. Therefore we most not 
think, if a child die before the sacrament of baptism, that 
God will not keep His covenant They have the sanctity, 
tlM9 holiness of the covenant Ton know what David said 
of his child, ** I shall go to it, but it shall not return to me ;'* 
and yd; it died before it was circumcised. Tou know they 
were forty years in the wilderness, and were not circum- 
ciaed. Therefore the sacrament is not of absolute necessity 
to salvation. So He is the God of our children from the 
conception and birth. 

* Bat how can God be the Grod of our children, when they 
\re bom in corruption, children of wrath ? Can they be the 
hildren of wrath and the children of God both at one time ? 

* I answer, Yes ; both at one time. For even as in civil 
tatters, in our city here, a man may be a freeman of the 
ty, and yet be bom lame or leprous, or with some contagi- 
is disease— this hindereth not his freedom— so the chil- 
en of a believing father and mother may be freemen of 
3 city of God, and in the covenant of grace, and yet be 

nted with original sin, that overspreadeth the powers of 

I soul notwithstanding. 

Whence we see a ground of baptizing infants, because 
f are in the covenant To whom the covenant belongs, 
seal of it belongs ; but to infants the covenant belongs ; 
efbre the seal of it, baptism, belongeth to them. If 
imcision belonged to tibem, then baptism doth; bat 
uncision belonged to them, for the eighth day they 
circomdsed: therefore baptism belongeth to them, 
nabaptistical spirits would not have dbildren tnptlzed 
»y believe not Why then were the children of the 
circumcised ? They were circQmc\an^ \«R»»sfc 'Qbk?j 
n covenant ; and is not the covcnvvnl o\ ^cw:^ ^''^^^ 
to doth the new covenant AXStct ti^m ^^ ^Ss^^'^s*^ 
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J TSifUij dtber tliiDga, to. the eaUrg^einent efilt Tberff 
1i Mw A new p£ap!e; the (ientiles, lui covemwjt^ t!i«t wea* 
jiot before^ now priests, dcw fiacry^cea, new iacfainenia. 
All Is new la the covenant of grAcu If aU b« enlArg^d in 
Ihe envenant, why shouja we dimy the seal of the cDveniiDl 
ta them in the aew thii hM l£ Lo Uie ohl, «^ren cbl]drea ! 
It Is ^eDBeleaa^ The SCTiptoro, to meeE with sush, nppMtth 
bAptivm to them ui^ clrettmcLiLon t« ua, to Ahaw that In 
the C0T«uat pf gnecs they are JtU one In effett ; 1 Cflr. 5. ?, 
"All thCT were hftprJxed tuider tlie clomi; " and St Paa] 
wttb^ Cat IL 11^ *' We are circnnicined with cLrcamc] jf0b 
^thoEit hinds." We are ciitx.iifflci*ed, und ihey were bap- 
tised; to Khew» laayt thitaU are one Vn Christ. ChriistlB 
All one, '* jruterdajr, tGHdaj^. utid the snioe for e*er," Hek 
jsliL g ; ** ]r'e9t«Lrd»7f" to theij thai were vnder tho l*w ; 
*■ and t4>d»f/* to iu imder the ^otp^ : and '* for e^er " to 
postertcj. And theriforet, U ehildrtia had intcTesfc in Chrlat 
iheu, ao thtiy hmve now. Thhi Ja d^u* and uadeniahle : Q^d 
Ii the God of our cJiildfeo. 

'Thi:^ ^\-r']]'\ h:? n" fT-i'nr^Eremeiit to parents to ha godid. 
If u - tiTiA thcSr own Roola, yet for 

their children and posterity's sake, that Qod may do good to 
their children for them.'* 

Surely, then, not altogether sorrow! ally, 
p. 11. 'A ^^^ hopefully also, may we 
waJi in a think of our dead * little ones.' 
Churchyard.^ Surely there is something more 
to be looked at than « Thei/ are not J That 
is too level a look, and too sad, unless the 
* comfort' be not ' refused.' Before con- 
sidering kindred positive statements of the 
New Testament, let us try to be informed 
with the spirit of cheer of the ' Walk in 
a Churchyard,' by the present Archbishop 
of Dublin (R. C. Trench) :— • 

* The Falthinl Covenanter. Works, edited by me, voL 
vl pp. 21-23. — , , , 
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A WALK IN A CHURCHYARD. 

Ws wulked TrltMn the churchyard bounds, 

My imte b&y and I, 
He l&ughlng, mniiln^ merry rounds, 

I pocSng monnituliy. 

VNay^ cbIM, It la not wcU," I aalcl. 

*■ AmQng the j^riives to Bbotit, 
To laugh atJd plajr amtinty the dead, 

And inako this noity rotit' 

A moment t^ ray side he clnog^ 

Leaving his merrj" play— 
A moment stilled hiB joyous toDgue^ 

Almost aj bullied ah thty. 

nien* quite forgcttttir? the command, 

tn life's exnltlng; hurst 
Of eprly gke, l«t. ffo ray hantl, 

Joyoua ^ at tha tirsL 

And now did not chect him more, 

For, tfiught by iiatiuie'H face, 
I had grofrn wiser thoiii before^ 

Eren In tiint uiameat'ft apai^ 

5^ spread no ftineral pall above 

Thai, p^tch of churchyard ground, 
Bnt the same n^ura vault of Iotc 

As bujjg o'ef all aTQund, 

Atid TThite clouds o'er that spot would pass, 

AiS fi-fidy as elaewliere 
The BnnBhlne on ijo flther grass 

A rletier htie might weai". 

And fonncd from out that verj- mould 

Id \vlikb the dead did Ite, 
11] e daisy, with its eye of guld, 

looked iij] into the aky. 
The rook wns Tvheeling overhBid, 

Kor haerened to be gone 
The email bird did Iti fflad not*s shed, 

Fetched Oil a grey head-stone 
And God, 1 sdd, vonld tievfct give 
Thifl light npon tbt earlti. 
Nor bid Id childbood^B heart to U^e 

Those springs of gOBhing mVrth, 
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If our one wiadom were to mourn, 

An5 Unger with tlae dend^ 
To noma, m MfiMtst, thoUKlitd fcirJaitt} 

Of worm, aod earthy Ijod 

Ob DO I the gloTj earth put* on. 

The child's mncliecked deligh^ 
Botti wEtTifSM to a trluiopli waa, 

(Tf we but jindged arlgbt). 

A trlamph won o'er ttn and deatb, 

From theaa tho SaTloitr saymi j 
And Uku tt hjippy tnfitot. Faith 

Catt pUy atuqug tho gi^ves. 

I turn BOW to the New Teatament, and ' 
Ri3.'^jfer would consider a little BQimi 
f^^l^Z^ of the *good words'-dear 
J/fl-'- George Herbert's phrase^ — 

wLich Dayid's Lord Himself uttered* There 
are very many of these on the subject, that 
might profitably be adduced and opened 
out. I confine myself at present to a very 
precious statement m the Gospel of Luke, 
chap, xviii. 15-17: 'And they brought 
unto Him also infants [children], that He 
would touch them : but when His disciples 
saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus 
called them unto Him, and said, Suffer 
little children to come unto Me, and for- 
bid them not : for of such is the kingdom 
of God. Verily I say unto you. Whoso- 
ever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child shall in nowise enter there- 
in.' The narrative connected with these 
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words is giren by Mark at greater length 
aad with mider touches in chap. x. 13-16. 
It becomes ns to ' take heed' to what is 
herein brought before us. I remark gene- 
railj, that whatever was the motive which 
prompted the disciples to act so ungracious 
a part on this occasion, it is noteworthy, 
that not only was ' the mind' which was in 
Jesus very different from theirs, but that 
there was a peculiarity and emphasis, to 
intensity, in His displeasure. Previously, 
He had found in them very much that was 
mistaken and wrong ; but, as a rule, He 
had treated their 'infirmities' — ^if infirmi- 
ties be the proper word — with exceeding 
tenderness. When they displayed — which 
they frequently did — the most inexcusable 
* unbelief,' He forbore with them — ^went 
apart and prayed for them. And after- 
wards, when they fell asleep during His 
awful agony in Gethsemane, He excused 
them in words soft as uncomplaining tears. 
But now, when they discouraged and 
fenced off those mothers from brmging 
their * little ones' to Him, His anger was 
great, it being told us ' He was much cUs^ 
phased' (Mark x. 14) ; and while, on the 
one hand, He welcomed the children^ on 
the othery His disciples, utArx x^xi^^-^^^ 
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to stand aside to make way for their ap- 
proacl]. Oh, what a. picture \% here pre- 
sented I What a rush of tinj feet to the 
Gentle One ! In the wordt? which are so 
familiar in our Salibath schools, each * Uttit , 
one' may well say,— 

*l wish that Hli handa hjidl^Gcn placed im iny J^caa, 
Ana UH firaifl hii4 Ijeen tluoirti utDUud lUe \ 
Ami tlijit 1 nij^lithiife heard Hk sweflt words wbea He » 
I>et the tiUle onei come mito Mci.' 

Can the thought be entertained for a mo 
merit, that the SaTionr who ' blessed' theai 
children on earth would reject them 
heaven ? That lie wlio welcomed them in 
His state of humiliation, would send them 
away in His glory ? That the same voice 
which in tones of gentlest love said, ' Come,' 
would or will hereafter utter the curse, 
'Depart'? 'Godforhidr The Lord is not 
a man, that He should change. The same 
mouth cannot, in reference to the same 
subjects, pronounce blessmg and cursing. 

Let two things be specially observed at 
this point. 

(1.) That these were * children,* not mere 
babies. They were 'called' by the Lord 
to ' come' to Him. 

(2.) That they were not picked-out children 
of Christian parents. They were children 
indiscriminately hrcmght, children of the 
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chance-gathered multitude who happened 
to be there. So that the truth taught is 
positive and absolute, and is not that of the 
salvation of those particular children — for 
no doubt some of them grew up to manhood 
— ^but of children as such. I look in vain 
for evidence of the Christianhood, much 
more for the Christian profession, of these 
Jeunsih parents. I don't find the parents 
(or whoever they were) called to Jesus. I 
do find the ' children' called. 

But, as before with the Old Testament 
records, we must look a little closer at the 
blessed words before us : 'of such is the 
kingdom of God ; ' or, * of such is the king- 
dom of heaven.' 

Some have contended that by these 
words our Lord meant adults who possess 
a child-like disposition. I grant that a 
child-like disposition in an adult is a grace ; 
and that, as being so, it is a ' doctrine ' and 
lesson taught that the believer must be 
child-like. But I differ from those who 
make it the doctrine and lesson here. For 
it is to be observed, that His displeasure 
was expressed against His disciples for 
hindering those to be brought to Him who 
were literally children. The r^^^js.^'^ "Sa 
assigns for charging ttie ^^A^<i"e» ^^rN* *^^ 
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hinder the * little ones * is, that " of men 
the kingdom consists, or is ia largeet n 
snre made up — which, bj the way, is 
vioua by the law of numberSj as we have 
seea. EFery reader will perceive, there- 
fore, that such a reason conld only be re- 
garded as conclusive when apphedto thom 
who were children in age, not characti 
That HLs kingdom consisted of growo-i 
persons who were of a child^like spirit^ 
wonld forniali no reason to the disciplei 
that they EhouM * suffer * children in years 
to be brought to the Lord. But, on the 
other hand, if His kingdom below and 
above receives ' little ones ' into its bosom, 
that supplies a sufl&cient reason why He 
should be displeased with those who would 
have hindered them from being brought to 
Him then, and why He should say, ' Suffer 
them to come, and do not forbid them, far 
My kingdom contains just such children.' 
In passing, and before passing on, I may 
state that 1 am very well aware of the 
dilemma to which it is sought to reduce 
those who regard the Lord's saying as 
having reference to children in age. We 
are told, even gibed, ' Then you must un- 
derstand that only children compose the 
kingdom of heaven.' I might retort, Take 
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the other horn of your own dilemma, and 
maintain that only adnlts of child-like dis- 
position are intended, and you assert that 
the * kingdom ' below in the Church and 
the ' kingdom ' above in heaven, have no 
children in them — assert that childlike- 
minded adnlts alone go thither. Bat I 
don't retort. The thing is too serious for 
mere dialectic and logic. All that sort of 
thing is human inference; and all human 
inference is liable to mistake. 

I take this opportunity of asking my 
readers to carry this principle with them, 
and not seek to push me to an inference 
which I myself do not draw. I have got 
nothing to do with a,nj jagged, sunken rock 
out of sight. I am responsible only for what 
ig visible and * revealed,' and for what I say. 

To my mind, the thing is plain as noon. 
Misexplaining the incident as meaning only 
ehildlike-dispositioned adults, robs it of all 
its meaning and of all its winsomeness. 
For then you have those parents seeking 
a blessing for their children, and getting, 
not that, but a lesson that they — the pa- 
rents — must be child-like. This is bathos, 
not pathos. But not thus did the Lord 
act. He taught and enforced, iude^d^tfeft. 
grand necessity of humWily . "BxiX* uow "ssn^ 
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hei^ He assuredly blessed tlie children lA^a- 
sehm, and ga^e forth a declaration con- 
cerning children as »ucL 

But still further, I ask attention to one 
Ycrse of the narrative in Mark x, 15: 
' Yerily I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child, he shall not enter therein.' The deep 
Rignificance and precious suggest iven ess of 
the ?erb * receive " in this place, has been, I 
suspect, strangely overlooked. Granting, 
mm g/-€itld, tlie lesson of humility, that all 
who would enter heavQu must be child-like^ 
let us ask what lies beneath the les&on in re- 
lation to children theniselTes, tlius niade 
symbols to parents ? Look at the record 
steadily : * Whosoever shall not revcim the 
kmgdom of God as a Uttle child/ What 
does that mean ? Surely, beyond a cavil^ 
that the *httle child' does 'receive^ the 
blesBing spoken of. The Lord is speaking 
of the 'receiving' of the 'kingdom/ That is 
what He sets forth. They-^adults— must 
* receive ' it, if at all, as their children " re- 
ceive' it, Ejyo^ the '• little child ' receives it. 

Thus we have, I apprchendj a positive 
statement from the Lord of the kingdom 
that children do ^ temve' that kingdom, 
^nd how — to ]3a\ise a sm^V mdmtxvV ti^^w 
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it— does a little child receive it ? Entirely 
of God's sovereign and free gift — entirely 
and absolutely of grace, without any doing 
or contriving of its own. So the * little 
child * receives ; and so must the believer. 
In the measure that the adult approaches 
the child-reception of the kingdom, is he 
spiritually-minded. Nay more, in the mea- 
sure in which all is received as the ' gift' of 
free and sovereign grace, will the adult un- 
derstand to distinguish between the 'giving' 
and 'receiving' by his child — in relation 
to whom it is impossible to tell the ' how,* 
Finally here: If Original Sin — ^and I 
accept the common designation of the doc- 
trine — be not ' done away ' in Christ with 
relation to all who die as children, how 
may a child be presented as a symbol of 
what an adult must become ere he can enter 
heaven ? If the Spirit, as toward children 
who die as such, has not cancelled their sad 
heritage of guilt, and heart-changed them, 
how are adults to be invited to resemble 
them ? Is it to be imagined that the Lord 
presented, not only an imperfect, but an 
unrenewed, nature as an exemplar ? Or to 
put it in another form : If a man who has 
become like a ' little child' enters the ' king- 
dom ' below and above, \iO^ Q.^u>i\\& ^e^^'^^ 
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is to resGDible — ^naj, must resemble — ere i 
can enter tieavea, be excluiled ? ' A little 
child.' Oh ! they are sweety assurtng, reliev- 
ing words ! As if tbo Lord woald exclude 
evcTj idea of the bleEsing being limited to 
the particular childreo then brought to 
Him, He broadly and all-comprelieodlngly 
says, not this or that, but « ' httJ© child' 
• Comfort f))m oMOther with these luords* 
Mrs Julia Gill, of America, has very 
p 13 ,^^^ sweetly yersified the Child- 
otdd-Bkn^ifff' Bringing of tlie narratives jost 
iupmt, considered. Here it is : — 

' The Master has come over Jordan,' 

Said Hannah the mother one day ; 
' He is healing the people who throng Him, 

With a touch of His linger, they say. 

' And now I shaU carry the children, 

Little Rachel and Samuel and John, 
I shall carry the baby, Esther, 
For the Lord to look upon.' 

The father looked at her kindly, 

But he shook his head and smiled : 
' Now who but a doating mother 
Would think of a thing so wild ? 

' If the children were tortured by demons, 

Or dying of fever, — 'twere weU ; 
Or had they the taint of the leper, 
Like many in Israel — ' 

• Nay, do not hinder me, Nathan, 

I feel such a burden of care,— 
If I carry it to the Master, 
Perhaps I shall leave it there. 

* If He lay His hand on the children, 

My heart will be lighter, I know ; 
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For a bleadng fbr eyer and ever 
Will follow them as they go.' 

So over the hills of Judah, 

Along by the vine-rows green. 
With Esther asleep on her bosom. 

And Rachel her brothers between ; 

'Mong the people who hung on His teaching, 

Or waited His touch and His word. 
Through the rows of proud Pharisees listening, 

She prest to the feet of the LoitL 

* Now why shouldst thou hinder the Master,* 

Said Peter, 'with children like these ? 
Seest thou not how from morning till evening 
He teacheth, and healeth disease?* 

Then Christ said, * Forbid not the children ; 

Permit them to come unto Me ! ' 
And He took in His arms little Esther, 

And Rachel He set on His knee ; 

And the heavy heart of the mother 

Was lifted all earth>care above. 
As He laid His hands on the brothers. 

And blest them with tenderest love, — 

As He said of the babes in His bosom, ' 
* Of such is the kingdom of heaven ' — 

And strength for all duty and trial 
That hour to her spirit was given. 

I turn, finally, in so far as positive state- 
p. lA. • Small ments are concerned, to Rev. 
?S^*^/'')^ XX. 12: * And I saw the dead, 
Lcmb$: small and great, stand before 

God: and the books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which is the 
book of life : and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works.' 

Here, once more, there \a yet^ X^^'^^^^ 
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coDBolation, that is cominonlyj I Euepect^ 
OTerlooked* Let my readers ' meditate' 
npou the remarkable words ; for I feel tbat, 
with the angels over the field of Bethlehem, 
I may say, * Beholdj I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy.* 

Ej reading and * searching * the chapter 
at leisure J it will be foand that the august 
'yisionB ' that are here unfolded exhibit the 
procedure of the Judgment-day, that great 
Day which awaits us all. The whole Um- 
verse is represented as marshalled into two 
great hosts, ver. 12, ^ I saw the dead, small 
and great.' By * small* is meant the ' little,' 
or the ' children.' By ' great,' again, is 
meant the older, the adults, or men. lliat 
such is the meaning of the respective words, 
will appear by consulting one or two 
parallel passages wherein the same word 
in the Original is used. 

(1.) Matt. X. 42 : ' Whosoever shall give 
to drink unto one of these little ones a cup 
of cold water only in the name of a dis- 
ciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no 
wise lose his reward.' 

(2.) Matt, xviii. 10 : ' Take heed that 
ye despise not one of these little ones,' * 

♦ This is scarcely the place for criticism ; but with refer- 
ence to the sequel of this verse, ' For I say unto you, That 
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(3.) In combination — Acts viii. 10 : ' To 
whom they all gave heed, from the least to 
the greatest^ * 

(4.) Heb. viii. 11 : ' They shall not teach 
every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying. Know the Lord : for 
all shall know Me, from the least to the 
greatest,^ 

I may observe that I do not forget Job 
iii. 19, ' The sfmall and the great are there.' 
But I can't concede that high and low are 
intended, seeing no such earthly distinc- 
tions rule in heaven or at the judgment. 
Moreover, Job is setting forth the ending 
of such distinctions. 

It is of the last interest also to observe, 

in heavm their angiU do always behold the face of My Father 
which is in heaven/ I venture to ask if iyytXoe is not used 
here for disembodied spirit, as in Acts xiL 15, ' Then said they. 
It is his angel,' i«.— his • spirit ' ? If this be so— and I think 
I am correct— what a stream of light does this remarkable 
saying of Christ pour upon our subject! It is surely an 
affirmation of the nearness of the 'little ones* to their great 
Fatiier ' in heaven.' It surely also guides us to think, not 
80 much of the little mouldering body as of the glorified 
spirit become an ' angeV The notion of a guardian angel I 
must reject I should be glad to have this note discussed by 
competent scholars as to the use of iyytXoe. The * believ- 
ing * of ver. 6 opens up another question. Certainly the same 
word fMxpce is used in K T. to designate a child or children 
apart from the 'believing.* 

* On Acts xxi 5, Webster and Wilkinson, in their admir- 
able Greek Testament with Notes, found a presumptive ar- 
gument for infant baptism, which is worthy attention^ as 
indeed are all the 'Notes* of thiamoCle&\.\>u\.\slQ^^.^afiwS^»:^.'\ 
and fAorough work, of the old ty^ft ol W^vstwx^TkftS*. 
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that this name of 'great' for advanced of j 
ad alt hearers is in fulfilment of Clinst's pro*| 
miae, Matt, v, 19^ 'Whosoever theTefortj 
sliall break one of these least coniQiand-j 
ments, and sliall teach men so, he shall i 
called ike kasi in the kingdom of hearen ; bat ' 
whosoever ehall do and teach them, the same 
shall he called great lu the kingdom of heaven/ 

Well! the 'small' being children, and 
the ' great' bein^ the older or adults — aU 
are to stand before God, Wkat then ? I , 
give the seqnel ofver. 12, * And the books 
[plural] were opened.' These are the two 
Books constantly referred to in the Word 
of God : on the one hand, the Book in 
which are recorded the names and doings 
of the unbelieving, and the Book in which 
are similarly recorded the names and deeds 
of the ' beheving.' But again, what fol- 
lows the opening of these two Books ? I 
give the answer from ver. 12 : 'And an- 
other book was opened, which is ' the Book 
— No ! not that, but literally — ' a Book of 
Life,' emphatically ' of life,' and of life alone, 
having no dark entries in it^ like the one of 
the other two. 

We must connect all this with Rev. xi. 
18 : ' Thy wrath is come, and the time of 
the dead, that they should be judged, and 
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that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy 
servants the prophets, and to the saints^ 
and them that fear Thy name, small and 
greatJ My readers will be so good as 
attend to what we have got here. At the 
production of these thbee Books, children, 
or the ' small,' are present with the ' great,* 
or adults — ergo^ as one of the three classes. 
The three classes are thus : 

1. Believing 'redeemed' adults. 

2. Unbelieving 'lost' adults. 
So that 3. The third Book is the Lamb's 

Book of Life ; that is, not simply a Book 
belonging to Christ the Lamb, but the 
Book of the Good Shepherd's lambs — ^that 
Book in which the names of the lambs of 
the flock are ' written,' the memorial and 
record of those who — in the case of very 
many of them — barely lived before they 
died — whose tiny feet never dinted our 
dusty earth, but at once ascended to breathe 
Heaven's ampler and balmier atmosphere. 
Oh I no double book is needed for them ! 
Another — ^a single Book, a Book op life 
alone. There is life — Life only — Life alto- 
gether/w all the little ones. ' The Lambs are 
all safe.' Even so is it ' written.' Thus must 
I ' read' the Law and the Testimony. And 
thus I must hold that evet^ doSi'^ \X>kfo^sKv^ 
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world oveFj who dies a cbildj m enrolled m 
the Book of Life, the Book of the Lambs.* 

Subaidlarj to the above, iu the relation 
of the remarkable words to the Judgmmt- 
day, it m not to be unobserv"ed, that in the 
Word of God, whererer responsibiUtj is 
expressed and assigned j the principle is — 
judgment according to imrls. How can 
child-condemnatioa get in under this doe- 
trine ? How any condemnation of children, 
unless bj preterition or reprobation — that 
spectral shadow of Predestination f Thea 
again, there can be no child-condemnation 
for '6^7 works;' nor 'this condemnation,' 
that ' Light came into the world,' and Mey 
refused it. Wherever 'works' are con- 
nected with children, I am shut up to think, 
and to think only, of the finished work for 
them of their Lord and Redeemer, and of 
His claims thereupon. 

May I be permitted to say to any of my 
readers who may have dead ' little ones,' 

• I was agreeably surprised to find— after above had been 
pnblished in the Magazine, as explained in the Prefatory 
Note—that Dr John Gumming gives the same interpretation. 
Arrived at altogether independently, I am glad to have my 
own view thus confirmed. With reference to ' small ' as-* 
children, I don't at all insist that it means children only. I 
am quite willing to take the meaning to be— i none so Ugh 
as to be above, none so low as to be beneath record. But I 
must strenuously hold an objective as distingidahod £rom a 
mere subjective record. 
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and are themselves — ay, it may be to * grey 
hairs ' — unconverted, that surely they may 
well be touched to the quick by this one 
reflection, if by no other, from what has 
thus far been submitted, that die as they 
now are, and they are inevitably and eter- 
nally parted from their children! Oh! 
how can you take out the treasured tress 
of yellow-tawny hair, the half-worn little 
shoe, the abandoned toy ! How can you 
recall the radiant mind-interfused eye! 
deep, wise, quaint, questioning words — and 
risk that I A child in heaven : a father, a 
mother in hell. A ' little one,' even ' little 
ones,' all safe, because saved through the 
sovereignly electing love and shed atoning 
blood of the Redeemer : and parents ' ne- 
glecting' the 'great salvation.' What 
awful contrasts are there! Methinks if 
little dead ones, oh ! fathers, mothers, elder 
brothers, sisters, might break the silence of 
the other world, they would hold out their 
' wee ' hands and plead with you to follow 
them ! Have my readers memories of eyes 
that lighted with welcome to a footstep on 
the stair — lips that pressed cherry-red and 
cherry-soft to theirs — little tendrilly hands 
that clung around their neck — little feetthft.t 
pattered with unsteady Blep&\.o^Wl^^*Oc«K^^ 
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and with cooing words as of ring'- doves 7 
And can any such, volniitarilyj suicidaUj, i 
snnder themselves fob evee from thesi] 
sweet memories, half of eartli and half ol| 
heaven^ and cast awaj as a faded violet 
the Divine hope of agam seeing and being 
nndividedlj, unendingly, with their loved 
and ' gone before* ? By the fireside me- 
mories of dead * little ones/ I v^^ould be- 
seech all parentSj yea all men, to 'turn 
Kow and liTe.' Why choose ' separation* 
rather than meeting 1 8ee ye not. Fathers ! 
Mothers ! how, if once you yourselves are 
'in Christ/ your 'little ones' in heaven 
bind the two worlds together, and are a 
help to you in your striving to love the 
unseen Saviour, and draw you heavenward 
as with ' bands of love*? 

* In this dim world of clouding cares, 
We rarely know, till -wildered eyes 
See white wings lessening np the skies, 

The Angels with us unawares. 

And thou hast stolen a jewel, Death ! 
Shall light thy dark up like a Star, 
A Beacon kindling from afar. 

Our light of love, and fainting faith. 

Thro' tears it gleams perpetually. 
And glitters thro' the thickest glooms, 
Till the eternal morning comes 

To light us o'er the Jasper Sea.'* 

Before regarding our subject in its doc- 

♦ The Ballad of Bahe ChristabeL By Gerald Massey (6th 
ed), pp. 24, 2d. 
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trinal relations, I would insert here the 
p. 15. 'ire are 'We are seven' of Words- 
******* worth, than which I know of 

no more exquisite enforcement of the truth 
which I have just urged as a motive : — 

A simple Child 

That lightly'draws its breath. 
And feels its life in every limb, 

What should it know of death ? 
I met a little cottage girl: 

She was eight years old, she said ; 
Her hair was thick with many a carl 

That clustered round her head. 
She had a rustic, woodland air, 

And she was wildly clad : 
Her eyes were fair, and very fair ; 

Her beauty made me glad. 

* Sisters and brothers, little Maid, 

How many may yon be ?' 
' How many ?— Seven in all,' she said, 
And, wondering, looked at me. 

* And where are they ? I pray you, tell.' 

She answered, '• Seven are we ; 
And t^vo of us at Conway dwell, 

And two are gone to sea. 
Two of us in the churchyard lie, 

My sister and my brother ; 
And in the churchyard cottage, I 

Dwell near them with my mother.' 
' You say that two at Conway dwell. 

And two are gone to sea. 
Yet ye are seven I I pray you tell. 

Sweet Maid, how this may be.' 
Then did the little Maid reply, 

* Seven boys and girls are we; 
Two of us in the churchyard lie, 

Beneath the churchyard tree.' 
' You run about, my little Maid, 

Your lambs they are alive; 
If two are in the churchyard laid. 

Then ye are only five.' 

* Their graves are green, ttiey trk:? \>^ %fcKa; 

The litUe Maid repUed, 
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' TwelTfl itopi or man imm my inobliei'J iloc^ 

And tbey ftre side by side, 
Ny atocbloj^n tliere I oftjcq knit. 

My fcerchiiiil tlitre I hem^ 
And tli«r& ti|Kin Uie ground I sit, 

And atttm^ After snUAet, «1r, 

Wbtin U fa li^^lil und Mr, 
I tftfcE.' my lltfk porrlugrer. 

And eiit ray supper thera. 
The first OiKit ditd wi&s bUtei- JflDe ; 

In l>ed ahe mimninff Uyt 
'nil Gdd relented her of her piiii, 

And then she went nway. 
So in tiie clitLJiirbyBrd ibe wiia Md; 

And, wJieii tlae irrssa waairy* 
TapifthBr round lier grhte we plkyed, 

My brottJLT John and I. 
And ^vhcln the: i^rjumi-i was white with ■ 

Ai .^ ^ . ^ •' • =■ =1 Muk-. 
My brother John was forced to go, 

And he lies by her side.' 

* How many are you, then/ said I, 

' If they two are in heaven ?' 

Quick was the little Maid's reply, 

* 0, Master ! we are seven.' 

* But they are dead ; those two are dead ! 

Their spirits are in heaven 1' 
'Twas throwing words away ; for stQl 
The little Maid would have her will. 

And said, ' Nay, we are seven !* 

Wishing to be as brief, and unwearying, 
p. 16. 'Doc- ^°^ unrepeatative as jJossible, 
tririai relations. I would coDclude my Inquiry 
Objections: ^^ meeting certain objections. 
These may be classified exhaustively, if I 
err not, under four : — 

1. How does the universal salvation of 
children agree with the Bible doctrine of 
Original Sin? 
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2. How does it agree with the double 
fact — (1) that children are often, visibly, in- 
Tolved in the consequences of their parents* 
sin; and (2) that special promises are 
made to believers concerning their children? 

3. How does the universal salvation of 
children agree with the doctrine that sal- 
vation comes by believing ? 

4. How does it agree with the doctrine 
of election ? 

If I do not misunderstand the matter, 
it will be found, I think, that these four 
questions start and cover all objections that 
have been or which can be urged against 
the universal salvation of children. I 
would honestly try honestly to meet them ; 
and I would do so with all respect, as hav- 
ing evidence that they do trouble and dis- 
quiet many conscientions and godly people. 

1. How does the universal salvation of 
p. 17. » origi- children agree with the Bible 
««ii».' doctrine of Original Sin I — 

Here I am anxious that it should be dis- 
tinctly understood, that I accept the 
solemn and humbling doctrine of Original 
Sin and inherited and transmitted heart- 
depravity, I must hold it to be ' written,' 
if I am not to joggle with word's^ tfe3^.^»v^ 
Adam majjkind fell, and tickaX Ixqcn. ^a^'sc*^ 



DO tne words of the Word, 
mean that I have no difficultie 
not find myself, in thinking c 
trine, baffled with mystery. I 
dreadful ; and the dark and d 
Df necessity cast deep and dai 
shadows, and canse one to ^ g 
d! the matter-of-fact I cannot 
more than I can doabt of th( 
fact of many kindredly inscrutj 
oaendous things outside of the 
30 I bow to it. I most even g 
[ might close the lids of the Bi 
feel myself shut np to accept 
nission of moral evil. The pj 
acts bearing thereupon, it w 
show — ^if need were — lead to p 
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it really conflict with the other — for fact 
surely I may pronounce it likewise — of the 
universal salvation of children? Is the 
universal salvation of children a necessary 
invalidation of the former? I answer, 
not at all. For my own part, I have no 
difficulty in harmonizing the two. Nay, I 
go farther, and assert that the very word 
'salvation' — the 'Salvation' of children 
— ^involves, assumes, a something from 
which they need to be saved — involves, as- 
sumes, in short, their salvation from this 
very thing Original Sin — the only relation 
sin sustains toward them — or from their 
sad heritage of guilt and condemnation, 
and of a depraved, because fallen nature. 
Those, therefore, who affirm that in hold- 
ing the doctrine of the universal salvation 
of children, we set aside, or so much as 
impinge upon, the other doctrine of Origi- 
nal Sin, lose sight of the fact, that it lies 
at the bottom of our argument. We don't 
deny Original Sin being in, or rather upon, 
children ; but we do assert their salvation 
from it It is of the salvation of children, 
not of their sinlessness, we argue. Ergo 
there is something from which they need 
to be saved ; and that something is what 
Theologians caU — albeit t\i^^%\^ e.wiw5a®s. 



I 



70 The Lambs aU Safe. 

no such terms — Original Sin, We don't 
hold the oQiversal BalFatioo of children oi 
the basis of what they are in themselvts 
Their nature we believe to be radicall] 
aod * from the womb' corrupt, and hene 
in ((self self-excluded from heaven by tb 
measure of the a elf-ex elusion of all sin 
But we also believe that tbeir sin is * pn 
away.' I am all the more earuest t 
affirm my accept ance of inherited depraritj 
because I regard the pretty sentimeotal 
izin^ of comfort from the * innDcetiee' am 
' purity/ virtually sinleBsoess, of children^ 
that is, based upon ' another fonndati^ 
than that which is laid, which is Chris 
Jesus' — as dishonouring to the Lord ; m 
doctriually erroneous. 4 

J may give an analogy from the Gardei 
I have, be it supposed, a plant m a flowei 
pot which has a poisonous flower. Jm 
now it is very ' wee.' — Well ! take it whei 
ever yoo may — remove it from its originj 
jungle or marsh — it will grow np an 
out into a poisonous and baneful thinj 
You may take it into a sheltered place- 
richest loam, no east wind, brightest sui 
shine — still it will grow a poisonous thinj 
Lavish all care, all skill, all culture, 
can't change the pestiferous nature. Pr( 
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cisely so : the child has the poison taint of 
sin within it, and it mast out ere it can 
pass within the golden gates. No oat- 
ward change, or care, or shelter, will 
saffice. Heaven's own shelter should not. 

* Sweet babe, thoa art not yet or good or bad ; 

Tet God is round thee, in tbee, and above thee : 
We love, because we love thee, little lad. 
And pray thoa may'st be good, because we love thee.** 

And now, accepting Original Sin as a 
plain Bible doctrine based upon a Bible 
Fact whose shadows stretch forward from 
Eden to Calvary, the question is. How is it 
' put away ' from children who die as such I 
How are they saved from it f My answer 
is, — ^precisely as Original Sin reaches 
and involves them. Just as in the First 
Adam they all « died,' passed under sen- 
tence of death, so in the Second Adam, the 
* Last Adam,' they are all ' made alive.* 
Or to put it in another shape — Just as 
children come under the curse without any 
act of their own, so, equally without any 
act of their own, do they come under the 
blessing, when, dying as children, they are 
themselves indisputably incapable of de- 
ciding between curse and blessing. Simi- 
larly I harmonize the sister-fact and doc- 
trine of inherited depravity with this uni- 

• JTartJej Coleridge, Poems (?70^».,\Wb^^^^<^.'^^'^•'«^* 
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vcTsal salvation of children. He who made 
the chikVs heart has access thero to change, 
and cleanse, and parify it i and in the re- 
velation that David's Utile boj passed into 
heaven (were there none other), it is attest- 
ed to us that THAT IS DONH : for ' there 
Bhnll in no^shse enter into it antthinq that 
(leffkth* (Rev. xxL 7), What then? In 
children as in adnlts, * Thej are sanctified 
and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and by the Spirit of God ' (1 Cor. 
vi, 11), * These are thq/ who follow the 
Larab m?tifherso€vcr He jroeth * (Rev. xiv, 4), 
Is there anj one bold enough to main- 
tnin that the efficacy of tlie Blessing is 
weaker than the Curse J Or^ that Origi- 
nal Sin abides the same fng:htrul thing with 
Christ eonie^ as it had been suppose He 
had never come ? The Word of God, I 
believe, teaches very ditferently. It starts 
with the fact of Ori.sriiial Sin and its dread 
penalty ; but it tellsi that side by side with 
it, there is a ^niore abundant life' pro- 
vided (John X. ID). Conid anything^ more 
definitely a^sert the Christ-derived salva- 
tion of children than those wordfi of Pan! ? 
' Them that had kot sinaiild after the simi- 

J/lnde of Adam's trans p^ressio n ' (Rom. v. 

I4J^ Let these ^ good^otd?.' Vi^^Yvx^^^ 
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* had NOT SINNED.' If they had not sinned 
50, it is demonstrable by the necessities of 
childhood that they had sinned and conld 
have sinned in no other way. Ergo^ in so 
far as they — children — are concerned, amce 
Jesus Christ has ' died* for them all, Original 
Sin carries * no condemnation ' with it to so 
mnch as one of them who dies a thild. In 
accord with this teaching of the New Tes- 
tament, as we saw, are the terms delinea- 
tive of children in the Old Testament. I 
recall the pitiful epithet from the strong 
yet womanly-tender heart of Jeremiah — 
*poor innocents' (Jer. ii. 34, xix. 4). 

Further: Under the Old Testament, 
Israel charged God with injustice in this 
very matter of the awful inheritance of 
Original Sin ; and God, in anger and ab- 
horrence of such wrong done to His loving 
heart, explicitly tells them that it is a 
slander and a cruelty so to charge Him — 
that Original Sin hy itself carries no such 
condemnation with it. Attend to the 
words, Ezek. xviii. 17-20, ' [He that] hath 
executed My judgments, [who] hath walked 
in My statutes — he shall not die for the vni- 
quity of his father J he shall surely live. As 
for his father, because he cruelly oppressed^ 
spoiled his brother by m\ewi^^ ^"^^^^ ^^ 






74 The Lambs all Safe. 

that which is not good amotig hh peopl 
lo, even he shall die in his iniquity. Yi 
say ye, Why? d^tk not the son bea?^ the iniqui 
of tlw father f W h e ti the son h at h don e tij 
which is lawful and right, and hath kept I 
My statutes, and hatii done them, he ikt 
mrelj/ live. The soul xlmi sinmth, if shall di 
The BOn sball not bear the Iniqaity of tl 
father, neither shall the father bear their 
quity of the soq : the right eons n ess of Ti 
Righteous shaU be upon hinij and tl 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon hin 
I place alongside of these words anoth 
very bleesed announcement of the utt 
away-putting of Original Sin, as matter 
eternal condemnation % itself: Im. xli 
27, and xliv. 1-3. ' Thy first father [ 
Adam] hath sinned [no explaining awi 
or Bofleniijg of the primary fact], and tl 
teachers [thus selecting the very be 
among them] have transgressed again 
Me. . . . Yet now hear, O Jacob, JV 
serrant, and Israel whom I have ehosei 
Thus sasth the Lord that made thee ai 
formed thee from the womb, which will he 
thee ; Feae not, O Jacob, My servan 
and thou, Jeshurnn, whom I have chose 
For I will pour water upon him that 
thirsty^ and floods upon the dry groun< 
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I will ponr My Spirit npon thy seed, and 
My blessing upon thine offspring.' 

And then how clearly does God's Word 
elsewhere proclaim that all this should ap 
pear very unmistakeably under the Gospel ! 
— ^I adduce Jer. xxxi. 29, 30 : 'In those 
days they shall say no more, The fathers 
have eaten a sour grape, and the children's 
teeth are set on edge. But every one shall 
die for his own iniquity: every man that 
eateth the sour grape, his teeth shall be 
set on edge.' Mark, * In those days.' It 
is not implied that God had ever acted 
in this arbitrary manner, but that in the 
blessed, Christ-come time of the full-orbed 
day of the Gospel, the people shall no more 
raise the bitter and unjust reflection which 
those of old did : * In those days they shall 
say no more.' No ! With the Lord Jesus 
come, it is very definitely revealed. Another 
has undertaken to deal with the mighty 
problem and penalty of the Fall and all- 
embracing Guilt. And he who readeth 
may run,* and yet see that if a man make 



* By the way, according as one of two versions of this 
saying is remembered, is the qnoter of either regarded as 
misquoting. In Hab. iL 2, it is, Hhat he may run that 
readeth it,' <.«., the reading will make him mn, which 
I snspect is the correct one. Or la t^ki^ ^^^Q^kax ^eoat^^sw 
Mbore, be may ran and still reaA, i.e., «o ^^x!\i -veftNws^ 
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Dot Original Sin his own by retaining it, 
acting it ont in actual, personal transgrea- 
sionj instead of giving it up, yea, gi?ing 
himself up, to Christ, he never will be con- 
demned for it It 13 only he who personally 
' eats the sour grape^ whose ^ teeth are set 
on edge.* Emphatically it is 'he that 
ainmth/ and he alone who * dies,' Bat 
children never, oh ! never have made Ori- 
ginal Sin their own — never have aetnaliy 
transgressed. Therefore in Chriatj the 
Second Adam, as their Head^ is Original Sin 
removed from them. That is what they are 
saved from, ' Behold ! the Lamb of God^ 
that taketh away the sin of the world.' 
2. How does the universal salvation of 
children agree with the two- 
voivedinconHHi fold fact, (1) that children are 
^J^'Li'ff- often, visibly, involved in the 

cxal promises. ' /» i • 

consequences of their parents 
sin ; and (2) that special promises are made 
to believers concerning their children? 

We have here to consider, — 

(1.) That children are qften^ visibly^ in- 
volved in the conseqiiences of their parents* sin, 
— My answer to this will be very short, and 
almost wholly in Bible words. I adduce 
Eccles. ix. 1, 2 : ' For all this I considered 
in my heart, even to declare all this, that 
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the righteoas, and the wise, and their works, 
are in the hand of God : no num Jcnoweth 
either love or hatred hy all that is before them. 
All things come alike to all : there is one 
event to the righteous and to the wicked ; 
to the good, and to the clean, and to the 
unclean ; to him that sacrificeth, and to him 
that sacrificeth not : as is the good, so is 
the sinner.' Calamities, sufferings that are 
bounded by Earth, have got nothing to do 
with eternal punishment or eternal salva- 
tion. And indeed the objection refutes 
itseK by overleaping. For if temporal 
calamities and sufferings involve that those 
who endure them perish, how many of the 
holiest men, with all their children, have 
perished? We need not go back to the 
Flood, to Sodom, to besieged Jerusalem. 
In our own country, in the time of civil war 
— ^in America at this moment — ^how many 
of God's own people have perished by the 
sword, and plague, and famine! These 
things belong to Earth, and the mystery 
of them we may not hope to ' unseal ' until 
we get to the other side : but they have 
got nothing whatever to do with the point 
in question. Children, it is to be conceded, 
do suffer for their parents' crimes, physi- 
cally and morally, bxxl we^^x ^\«w!l^^- 



wlien itiey seii-ciiuuse lue leit — ncj 
to let Original Sin and all sin ah 
of Him who yearns to 'put awa 
to put away all, — ^yea who has air 
all away from ^whosoever vnW 
salvation from Him.* 

Bat while I mast refase the re 
this often-arged objection, I can 
by the solemn lesson of parental 
bility herein read ; and not only 
would observe what a fence ag 
God has pat up in this very thing 
will a father not do for his child ' 
will a mother not suffer ? Well ! 
hold of that and says : For yo 
sake don't sin ; for your sin won't 
with youf^aelf. Recall the case of * 
and its awful record : ' Howbeit, 
sins of Jeroboam, the son of N< 
made Israel to sin, Jehu departed 
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opens up the whole qnestion of the trans- 
mission of moral as of physical qualities. 
I believe it to be a fact that the child of a 
liar, though brought up by others, will find 
lying to be his weak point. Let me entreat 
all this to be well weighed; and specifically 
that I have in view the growing up.* 

By the way, the ' mystery ' of suffering 
through inheritance is a fact of the Uni- 
yerse. Thus, I cannot tell how it comes 
about that that poor moth that has just 
fallen singed at m^ hand should be so 
bruised and hurt, or how that poor little 
robin on my sill should have its eye put out. 

We have to consider, — 

(2.) That special promises are made to he- 
Uevers concerning their children. — My answer 
here is again unhesitant, and direct, and 
absolute. All such promises and special 
blessings have respect to those capable of 
receiving instraction. Let my readers 
turn to Gen. xviii. 19; Deut. iv. 9, 10, 
vii. 9, xi. 18, 19 ; Ps. Ixxviii. 5-7. 

It will not be gainsaid, I dare say, that 
these promises and precepts respect those 
who are capable of receiving instruction, 
and of yielding to its influence. The pecu- 
liar promises, therefore, so far from weak- 

♦ Ct Prov. xxxi. 2: • Wliat, the son of my vows I' 
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ening our argumeutj uphold it. Those 
special promises are given in view of the 
diildren becomio^ bojs and girls, young 
men and maidens, men and women — mi 
^ing m cMldrmi ; and in the prospect of 
that. Christian parents are encouraged to 
praj in behalf of their offspring, aiid to 
use diligently all the mmm of grace. 
Ponder then, my readers, the momentous 
and radical distiuction^ — that peculiar 
blessings and promises arc bound up with 
the discharge of pai'ental duties toward 
children who, in the Providence of God, 
are spared to be capable to ' know,' and 
' believe,' and obey for themselves.* 

3. How does the universal salvation of 
p 19 'saiva- children agree with the doc- 
tiw by bdiev- trine that salvation comes by 
*'*^** believing? — It is astounding 

that this so ever- urged objection should have 
a feather's weight. A simple syllogism ex- 
poses its folly. No one can be saved who 
does not believe. But a little child can't 
believe. Therefore no child can be saved. 

From so appalling a conclusion the 

♦ ' As for the places of Scripture,' says Perkins, ' whicl 
mention justification and salvation by faith, they are to b' 
restrained to men of years ; whereas infants dying in thai 
infancy, and therefore wanting actoal faith, .... are r 
doubt sared by some other special work of God's Ho7 
Spirit unknown to us' (Works, yoL L p. 12). 
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stoutest and most creed-cramped heart 
must shrink. But the objection is illogi- 
cal as it is cruel — is preposterous as it is 
antiscriptural. When it is said salvation 
Cometh of faith, it is palpable that the 
creature addressed must have capability 
of faith. But children are incapable. 
Therefore faith cannot be the channel by 
which salvation reaches them. They are 
saved by Christ's righteousness imputed 
to them. I leave undetermined when the 
capacity or moral responsibility begins. 
It must necessarily vary extremely. 

But on this point, I will let another 
speak : — * Self-recognition,' says the Rey. 
Samuel Cox of Nottingham, ' commences 
at different periods in different children. In 
the East they are more precocious than in 
the West, though even here some children 
sooner attain self-consciousness than others. 
It is not easy, therefore, to fix the date at 
which children recognise their individual 
life, and assume personal responsibility. 
The Jews fixed it at tu^elve years of age. On 
his twelfth birth-day the Hebrew boy was 
recognised as a ^^ son of the Lawy" f.«., as 
personally bound by its precepts, and as 
coming under the injunction of Moses: 
" There every year shadl all your men-chil- 
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4 



dren appear before the Lord God^ the 
God of Israel/* As the boy now became 
answerable for his own actions^ it was 
thought right that he should be more care- 
fully trained in tbe knowledge and practice 
of the Law ; and, as part of this training, 
should go up to the annual feastB at Jeru- 
Balem, and sit at the feet of its doctors. 
On what authority this custom was based 
I have failed to discover ; but Christ ob- 
served itj as He observed other innocent 
customs received by tradition from the 
fathers ; or, rather. His parents observed it 
for Him. They, like other pious Jews, 
"went to Jerusalem every year, at the 
feast of the Passover. And ivhe?i He was 
twelve years old., they went up to Jerusalem," 
taking Him with them, " after the custom 
of the feast," and presented Him in the 
temple as " a §on of the Law." '* 

I would further adorn my own words 
with a few from another, in another con- 
nection. ' The plea,' Dr Sibbes observes, 
* must be understood of those of years of 
discretion. For infants that die in their 
infancy, we have a double ground of com- 
fort concerning them. First, they are 
within the covenant. Have they not re- 

♦ The Child Christ : a Christmas Sermon, 18G3. 
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ceived the seal of the covenant, which is 
baptism? And however they actually 
answer not the covenant of grace by actual 
believing, yet they have the seed of be- 
lieving, the Spirit of God in them ; and 
God doth comprehend them by His mercy, 
being not able to comprehend Him. We 
leave infants to the mercy of God.'* 
4. How does the universal salvation of 
p. 20. 'Eke- children agree with election? — 
<«>»•' Dr Russell, in his Treatise on 

our subject, has very fully answered this 
question. A mere sentence, I think, is all 
demanded here. For if it be true — and I 
venture to deem it established — ^that all 
children are redeemed, then it follows that 
all who die as children are included among 
the ' elect of God,' the ' election of grace,' 
among the * many ' given to Jesus : 

' And of the Ransom for the baby paid, 

So very sweet at times our converse seemed. 

That the sure truth, of grief and gladness made 
Our little lamb by God's own Lamb redeemed. 

Precious His comforts, once an Infant given.' f 

Let this be noted: The Scriptures, in 
distinguishing others from the ^chosen,' 
or * elect,' invariably, and with nicety of 
wording, represent them as walking in the 

* As before, vo\ vW. ^^. ^^> ^S»\ • 
t Mrs A. Stuart VLenX«».Wv. 
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ways of Bin, m shntting their eyea to tb« 
light, ^s Imrdeniiig themselTes agoinst God* 
It is by their * deeds' recorded in the 
Book they are to be * judged' and ad- 
judged* It is ' tmt'k^rs of iniquity ' who 
periBh, None of alL that applies to chil- 
dren. Eleetion, In so far as 1 trace it in 
the Bible as a cause^— and it pervades it 
as snch — k a canse only of good, ««?»■ of 
mlL The only Cfium of any sours perish- 
ing is its sin, and neglect of the ofiereil, 
pressed 'salvation/ But children don't 
know, and consequently can't ' neglect.' 
Ergo^ election wears only a smiling, joy- 
ous, hopeful aspect towards them. There- 
fore, bereaved fathers and mothers, ' Thus 
saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice from 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears : for 
thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; 
and they shall come again from the land of 
the enemy,' even the Last Enemy, death 
(Jer. xxxi. 16). And again St Paul, 
' The Last Enemy, that shall be destroyed, 
is death' (1 Cor. xv. 26). 

I have been meeting Objections. Let 

p. 21. 'Ear- Dae in a word indicate Har- 

monies: MONIES. The Salvatiou of 

Children by Jesus Christ is in harmony 

with the righteousness which pervades 
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God's dealings with man under the Gospel. 
Fundamentally^ God is * righteous' in saving 
us. All doubts on this are met by looking 
to the Cross. Even so, in the ' doctrine* 
I advocate, the Divine Righteousness stands 
clear. The ' Holy Child' lived for Children: 
the Saviour * died.' It is upon the broad 
basis of Atonement, made for 'the sin of the 
world,' I assert salvation for all involved 
in that sin, and who, by the necessities 
of the case, are incapable of refusing or 
neglecting the one only *way' of deliver- 
ance. 

So with the Grace of the Gospel. The 
Salvation of Children fits in with all that 
the Bible says on this subject. It is to 
miscon(ieive the very make and substance 
of Grace, if I may so speak, to narrow it 
so as to leave uncovered a particle of the 
involuntary need. * 

Then again, in relation to the grace of 

♦ Harmonies. — I don't deem this the place to work It 
ont, but 1 may notice that it were in profound dis-harmony 
with all the revelations of God, to suppose other than the 
Salvation of Children, from the necessities of the penalty. 
E.g.^ Hell is not that substantive * fire and brimstone ' horror 
which it Tolgarly is painted, but a spiritual thing, whose 
deepest elements are found— to name no more than two— in 
Memory^ with Its remorses and self-accusings and in consci- 
ousness of violence done to our own nature, and rejection 
of — what is lost But the child has no memory, no re- 
morses, no self-accusations, no voluntary sin. TAe ehifd in 
ghry never can know tohat tin is. Blessed mandragore I 



86 The Lambs aU Safe. 

the Lord, liow is it to empty out that 
grace from a prophetic saying like tbiQ, 
' He shall gather the lambs in His arms' 
(Isa. si. 11), to suppoBe that the care of 
the Good Shepherd fails at th^ very instant 
wkm His help is especiallff needed ? Is the 
promise oaly for timej and not for eter- 
nity ? Surely that were to affirm change 
of michatiging Love ? 
I gather np what I have submitted by 
p. S2. mam telling aa old Hebrew story. — 
^^^'* Rabbi Meir^ — ^o it riirip — gat 

during the whole of one Sabbath-day in 
the public school and instructed the peo- 
ple. During his absence from home, his 
two boys, both of them of uncommon 
beauty, died. His wife, their mother, bore 
them to her chamber, laid them upon the 
marriage-bed, and spread a white covering 
over their bodies. Towards evening Rabbi 
Meir came home. ' Where are my beloved 
sons,' he asked, * that I may give them my 
blessing V * They are gone to the school,' 
was the answer. 'I repeatedly looked 
round the school,' he replied, ' and I did 
not see them there.' She reached him a 
goblet ; he praised the Lord at the going 
out of the Sabbath, drank, and again asked, 
' Where are ray boys, that they may drink 
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:he cup of blessing f ' ' They will not 
'ar off,* she said, and placed food before 
, that he might eat. He was in a glad- 
e and genial mood ; and when he had 
i grace after the meal, she thus ad- 
5sed him : ' Rabbi, with'thy permission 
ould fain propose to thee one question.' 
ik it then, my love ! ' he replied. ' A 
days ago, a person entrusted some 
3ls to my custody, and now he demands 
n again: should I give them back 
in ? ' ' This is a question,' said Rabbi 
r, 'wliich my wife should not have 
ight it' necessary to ask. What! 
Idest thou hesitate or be reluctant to 
ore to every one his own ? ' ' No,' she 
ied, ' but yet I thought it best not to 
ore them without acquainting thee 
ewith.' She then led him to their 
nber, and, stepping to the bed, took " 
white covering from their bodies. ' Ah ! 
boys, my boys!' thus loudly lamented 
father ; ' My boys ! the light of mine 
I ! ' The mother turned away and wept, 
length she took her husband by the 
i, and said, 'Rabbi, didst thou not 
ih me that we must not be reluctant to 
ore that which was entrusted to our 
Ding ? See, the Lord gave, the Lord 
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hath taken away, and blessed be the name 
of the Lordr 'Blessed be the name of 
the Lord V answered Rabbi Meir * 

It is well for bereaved parents to say, 
with Rabbi Meir, under their loss, * Blessed 
be the name of the Lord,* It is well to 
aequieHce in all that it pleases Him to send 
and to witbdraw^. But my little book, I 
hope, goes a little way to show that there 
may be, and ought to be, more than ac- 
quiescence and resignation^^ — ^that not only 
ought Believers to feel assured that, in 
taking away their ' little ones/ God exer- 
cises His own unchallengeable right ; but 
that He exercises that right in loving re- 
gard to what is best and kindest for the 
removed, and for those left behind. For 
I have indeed written poorly and unper- 
suasively, if I have failed to satisfy that the 
death of children, of all children, of all the 
lambs, introduces them to a higher, nobler, 
brighter, purer, more blessed state, even 
into the inheritance of the Redeemed. 

May I indulge the hope that I have in 
this little book written a few ' good words,' 
and helped a little, however imperfectly, to 
show that all 

The La.mbs are Safe ? 

♦ Hurwitz, ' Hebrew Tales.' 
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I by no means contend that the thing is 
p. 23. chad^ affirmed in Holy Scripture as 
tcavation plainly somo othcr doctrines are 
**^'"^* therein. The Bible is not 

constructed after the pattern of a Cate- 
chism, with question and answer : nor is it 
a *5ystem ' after the type of a ' Confession 
of Faitii.' But this absence of direct 
scriptural statement — this alleged defi- 
ciency of direct scriptural proof — is shared 
by many othei* of the universally admitted doC" 
trines of our most holy faith. Revelation 
does not make known to us those truths 
which are within our reach by a prayerful 
following out of the clearly defined prin- 
ciples laid down in Holy Writ. Thus we 
have very little directly on either public or 
family worship, on the change of the seventh 
day — little directly against slavery or poly- 
gamy. Revelation does not pass into a 
domain which is sufficiently covered by 
common sense and judgment, with believing 
up-looking to Him who has said, ' If any 
man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and npbraideth 
not ; and it shall be given him ' (James i. 
5). I must hold the Salvation of Children 
to rest on a firmer and broader basis than 
almost any of the doctrines held — rightly, 
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m I tbiok — EB abaye^ and the like. I re- 
iterate, therefore, without a fthadow of hesi- 
tation, ' The Lojfibs m'e all SufeJ^ 

I know not that I can more fitly close 
p. 24. > wiiiie: than with a home Sketch of 
how a woTtliy pair of hunihle Scotch folks 
obtained consolation in their sorrow for a 
child. I can't recall where 1 got it, but 
think it was in a Memoir of a lowly pea- 
sant named ' Sandy Morrison/— I give it 
from recoUeetion* At the foot of the Pent- 
lands lay Ji smnli farm, haying on it an old 
thatched * i^teading ' (farm-house), which 
was shaded by venerable trees, and cheered 
by a * bonnie barn ' that trotted past along 
its pebbly bed. This was the linme of 
' Sandy Morrison '—a s^imple homely man, 
with a large, clear hassel eye beaming under 
his shaggy brows ~ honest, industrious, 
natural, sagacious, ^ canny ' (in a good 
sense) — ^his life a ^walk with God/ — 
' Sandy' explained Ids peace with God 
after this fashion : * Te see/ he said, * ance 
1 didua under St and, and ai>oon a' I didna 
loYe God. I was worrjin' aboot this, 
that, and the other. Things werena richt. 
Wife an' I were pair, and had to work 
hard ; but we didna tniiid as lang as we 
had health and strength. We li^ed in a 
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bonnie bit place. The sun shone cheerily 
on our housie among the roses an' hiney- 
suckles that my auld mither had planted 
wi' her ain hand. And mair than a', the 
Lord sent us a bonnie laddie baim. The 
wee thing seemed an angel in disguise, wi' 
its gowden hair, dimplin' cheeks, and blue 
een. He was the licht and glory o' our 
hame. But the Lord took him to HimseF. 
Oh ! hoo we grat when we laid him i' the 
kirkyard. And Mary — that's my wife's 
name — began to fail. She couldna tell 
what was the matter wi' her. Everything 
seemed to gae wrang; and I murmured 
sair against the Lord. The warld looked 
waefu', and I would have liked to dee. 
But I began to think. I seemed to come 
to mysel', yet my mind was dark. Then 
I read the Bible an' prayed. Our neebor, 
auld Mr Wallace, tauld us to look to the 
Rock o' Ages, an' see if the Lord wadna 
open for us the fountain o' consolation. 
Then I saw, but no' very clear at first, that 
there is anither warld, anither kingdom like, 
spiritual and eternal — that this warld is 
only a husk or shell ; the substance, the 
spirit is anither; an' a' is fu' o' God. 
There I saw wee Willie — there hee up i' 
the Land o' licht — whase body we had laid 



92 The L<mh^ all Sufi. 

i' the grave — walkin' in ]qj and i>eaca 
I thocbt I heard him singin* wi' tbe angels 
o' God an' the redeemed. I heard tbe 
Toice o^ Jesns gayin\ *' Peace^ Peace! " It 
cam' like the sv^eetest music to my puir 
heart. Then I saw hoo blind and nnbe* 
lieyin' I had been, and I said to mysei'. 
What's the nse o* murmurm' f The Re- 
deemer livethj and blessed be His name. 
I will jist put mysef an' a' I ha'e under 
tbe slmdow o' His wings. Says I to 
my wifer " Jlarj, we mann live in God. 
He*s a' in a*, lie gare ns our bonnie 
bairn, an* lTe*8 ta'en him back again ; for 
he was mair tlis^ than ours ; and noo he's 
like an ans:el. lie wiana come to us, but 
we will gang to him. And noo ye roaun 
be comforted." Then we kneeled doon 
thegither, an' prayed to tlie God o' our 
failiiers, the God o' our bairn ; an* we were 
comforted.. Then the warld appeared to rue 
in a new licht. It was filEed wi' the holj 
presence o' God* I Faw noo that a' was 
Hi!?, brichtness au' darkness, simmer an' 
winter, sorrow an' joy, life an' deaths an* 
that He was govern in' a^ things accord in' 
to the counsel o' His aiii holy will/ Eren 
so let as, with 'Sandy Morrison,' feel (n. 
our heart of hearts thai God loves us, and 
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ht us love Him in return with all our hearty 
and then consolation will come under all 
trial and sorrow.* 

Note. 

Original Sin— It were idle to ar^nie afralnst what I have 
stated concerning the away-putting of Original Sin from 
children, by seeking to shut me up in such case to the con- 
clusion that my premise involves like removal of the con- 
demning power of Original Sin from adults This is not 
the place for controversy, especially on a point only inci- 
dentally brought up In so far as adult-salvation is concerned. 
Bat I add here, in a sentence, that the away-putting of sin is 
by the ' Blood' of Jesus Christ, and that adults get the bless- 
ing through God's soveieign and good gift of faith. The 
thing is put in their choice, yea or nay. Accept, then Ori- 
ginal Sin, as all sin, disappears : reject or neglect, and Ori- 
ginal Sin, as all sin, remains. The outstanding verity for a 
perishing world is, ' Believe and live,* — ' Believe not and die.' 
Alas! alas! how many choose the latter ! Such I take it is 
the sum of the miatter in relation to adults. As for children, 
they cannot themselves choose, and, as I have said, God 
chooses and decides for them. To my own mind, the away- 
putting of Original Sin from children in no way involves its 
independent away-putting from adults They have the choice 
presented. I look at all this from the human side: the 
Divine side, or ' election,* I leave with Him. 1 know nothing 
about it. I accept it, and adore. 

* With reference to the death of nnbaptized infants, very 
much sound sense quaintly worded, together with pungent 
rebuke of those who voluntarily omit the ordinance, will be 
found in the following rare little book: 'An Apologle of 
Infants in a Sermon : Proving by the revealed will of Ck>d, 
that children prevented by death of their Baptisme, by God*s 
election may be saved. By W[illiam] H[abbocke],, Preacher 
in the Tower of London, 1696.' 12mo. 



» nil eyes oi tiioughtful earnestness, and mind oi 

mould : 
They tell me that unusual grace in all his ways apj 
That my child is grave and wise of heart beyond his 

years. 

I cannot say how this may be, I know his face is ft 
And yet his chiefest comeliness is liis sweet and seri 
I know his heart is kind and fond, I know he lovetl 
But loyeth yet his mother more with grateful fervei 

But that which others most admire, is the though 

fills his mind, 
The food for grave inquiring speech he everywhe 

find. 
Strange questions doth he ask of me, when we t 

walk; 
He scarcely thinks as children think, or talks as c 

talk. 

Nor cares he much for childish sports, dotes not oi 

ball, 
But looks on manhood's ways and works, and aptly 

alL 
His little heart is busy still, and oftentimes perplex 
With thoughts about this world of ours, and thought 

the next 

He kneels at his dear mother's knee, she teacheth 

pray, 
And strange, and sweet, and solemn then, are the 

which he will say. 
Oh, should my gentle child be spared to manhood*. 
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I do not think his light blue eye is, like his brother's, keen. 
Nor his brow so full of childish thought, as his hath erer 

been; 
But his little heart's a fountain pure, of kind and tender 

feeling. 
And his every look's a gleam of light, rich depths of love 

revealing. 

' When he walks with me, the country folk, who pass us in 

the street, 
Will shout for joy, and bless my boy, he looks so mild and 

sweet I 
A playfellow he is to all ; and yet, with cheerful tone. 
Will sing his little song of love, when left to sport alone. 

' His presence is, like sunshine, sent to gladden home and 

hearth. 
To comfort us in all our griefs, and sweeten all our mirth. 
Should he grow up to riper years, God grant his heart may 

prove 
As sweet a home for heavenly grace as now for earthly love ; 

^ And if beside his grave, the tears our aching eyes must 

dim, 
God comfort us for all the love which we shall lose in him. 

* I have a son, a third sweet son ; his age I cannot tell, 
For they reckon not by years and months where he is gone 
to dwelL 

' To us for fourteen anxious months, his infant smiles were 

given, 
And then he bade farewell to earth, and went to live in 

Heaven. 
I cannot tell what form his is, what looks he weareth now, 
Kor guess how bright a glory crowns his shining seraph 

brow. 

•The thoughts which fill his sinless soul, the bliss which he 

doth feel, 
Are numbered with the secret things which God will not 

reveal. 
But I know (for God hath told me this) that he is now at 

rest, 
Wliere other blessed infants be, on their Saviour's loving 

breast 



1 sootlie him with a song um uawmuv. ^ 

divinest things. 

THiW that we duU meet cut I)ftb&Oil> mother d 

und I), 
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* Mjjtdtrie'e roemt Lonrioii* 1637, Pp^ 40-14 



